
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Speisen 

restaurant: 

WO KANN MAN SPEISEN UNO TRINKEN? 
{Where can you eat and drink?) 

essen I speisen / trinken 

die Gaststatte, die Gaststatten 
(similiar to American cafes and frequently a source of authentic cooking 

and specialize in serving local food; found especially in smaller villages) 
die Speisewirtschaft, die Speisewirtschaften 
die Gastwirtschaft, die Gastwirtschaften 
die Gaststube, die Gaststuben 

das Speiserestaurant / das Restaurant, die Restaurants 
{has a varied menu of hot foods, including a Spezialitat) 

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW BEFORE GOING 
TO A GERMAN RESTAURANT 

Don't come thirsty Ice water is 
completely unheard of. 

'- .f/ 7: 
Germans often order water, but expect the bottled kind, which is of
ten almost as expensive as the wine or the beer. There's a law which 
prevents it from being more expensive: the lowest priced beverage on 
the mepu has to be non-alcoholic. Thus, mineral water is likely to 
cost the equivalent of, say, $2 and beer $2.10. Go figure. 

Seldom will you see a German drink plain water with meals. The most 
common table drinks for lunch or dinner will be beer or wine for adults 
and milk or fruit juice for young p eople. 

Once you're at your table, don't expect glasses of ice water to 
automatically appear as in an American restaurant. 

Water is not served auto
matically in restaurants 

Ice water does not automatically appear on your table, because there is no such thing as free drinks. E-ven water, either fizzy or still, must be ordered- and 

paid for. Beware! Water costs at least as much as a beer, and there are no bottomless refills. 

_ _ _ _ _____ Rarely will you see a 
German drink plain water with the meal; mostly beer, wine, fruit 
juice or soft drinks are ordered. If you would like to drink regular 
water, you need to ask for Leitungswasser (tap water); otherwise, the 
server may bring you a bottle of mineral water (Mineralwasser). 

ORDERING A GLASS of water in a 
German restaurant is a surptise if\ 
yo1fre used to being served a' glass 
of tap or mineral water with a 
s lice of lemon. In Germany, most 
p eople prefer sparkl ing, or car
b onated, water to still water, as 
they call it. 


