
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL s eisen 

restaurant: 

--

WO KANN MAN SPEISEN UND TRINKEN? 
(Where can you eat and drink?) 

essen I speisen I trinken 

die Gaststatte, die Gaststatten 
(similiar to American cafes and frequently a source of authentic cooking 

and specialize in serving local food; found especially in smaller villages) 
die Speisewirtschaft, die Speisewirtschaften 
die Gastwirtschaft, die Gastwirtschaften 
die Gaststube, die Gaststuben 

das Speiserestaurant / das Restaurant, die Restaurants 
(has a varied menu of hot foods, including a Spezialitat) 

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW BEFORE GOING 
TO A GERMAN RESTAURANT 

DON'T ASK FOR TAP WATER 
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C'~rmany has really great tap waler, but asking for it in a restaurant will not go over well. Yow- waiter will get 
mud and refuse to bring you "water for free." And if you're al someone's house and you ask for tap water, 

u host will make sure to let you know they also bavr "real water," meaning sparkling water. After all, 

.?'1 ling 1'\'ater is considered the real dt>al in Germany. 

You won't be served a glass of water, and should you want some, it'll 
come in a bottle and cost extra. Order tap water (Leitungswasser) and 
you'll get a funny look, although German tap water is perfectly okay 
to drink. 

Tap water can be controversial in Germany 

No Ice Waler 

Perhaps because the climate is cool 
enough, the custom of automatically serv
ing ice water in restaurants is not known. 
Hardly ever will you see a German drink 
plain water with meals, mostly beer or wine 
instead. Waiters will look at you strange
ly and claim it's unhealthy if you order 
tap water (Leitungswasser) - but they will 
bring it if you insist, probably thinking 
secretly that you want to down a pill! Of 
course, you may drink mineral water (Mi
neralwasser), fruit, or a soft dr ink - o r 
noth ing at all. Nobody dr inks coffee with 
warm meals in Germany, though, although 
somtHimes immediately afterwards. 

When you order, prepare to be met with a disdainful look if you ask for Leistungswasser (tap water). 

In lots of German restaurants this isn't even an option and it is normally seen as rude to ask for it , 

although things are starting to change slowly regarding this issue, especially in big cities. If you 

want still water make sure to specify stilles Wasser, as sparkling water is normally standard in 

Germany. 


