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copy the salons maintained by nobles 
and the rich in their own homes. 
Cafes in Leipzig and Berlin and other 
German cities developed along similar 
lines. But the Viennese coffeehouse 
waiter or Marquer (so named because 
he marked the billiards scores) has al
ways been in a special class. He knew 
all the regulars by name; others he ad
dressed as "Euer Gnaden", unless the 
subject wore glasses in which case he 
was !?l'eeted with "Herr Doktor". In 
more 

O 

recent republican days of eco• 
nomic boom, the term "Euer Gnaden" 
is being dropped by the younger 
waiters in favor of "Herr Direktor". 
The Marquer knew the precise kind 
of coffee each of his regulars wanted 
at any given hour of the day-no mean 
trick, as the Viennese cafe offers a wide 
variety to suit every taste and time. 
Just plain, steaming hot black coffee 
with cream and sugar on the side is a 
Portion or Separee. The Melange 
is more cream than coffee, while the 
Kapuziner (so named because it is the 
dark brown color of the robes worn by 
Capuchin monks who guard the tombs 
of the Habsburg Emperors) contains 
slightly less milk than coffee, and has 
shredded chocolate spread on the top. 
Mokka is extra-strong coffee served 
in a small cup. Cognac or rum can be 
added to make it Mokka gespritzt. If 
the Mokka is served as a larger por
tion in a water glass, it becomes a 
Fiaker or "two-horse buggy," while 
if whipped cream is added, it is known 
as an Einspiinner or "one-horse 
shay." Kaisermelange is a cup of 
Mokka with egg yolk mixed in it. 
Within each of these basic categories 
there are several shadings, but only one 
born to the manner can really ever 
grasp their nuances. 
Mokka, incidentally, was the favor
ite daytime drink of composer Johannes 
Brahms, who had one every afternoon 
in Vienna's Cafe Heinrichshof, just be
fore he took his daily nap in his favor
ite chfrr by the window. When he 
awoke, he'd have another Mokko 
with other musicians and journalists 

who had come to bear him denounce 
Wagner's music. 

Berlin cafes tended to be larger and less 
intimate than those in Vienna, and of-

coffee: der Kaffee 
cup of coffee: eine Tasse Kaffee 

fere a s orter coffee meiiu. ]ut ey 
served just as much as community and 
news centers as did those in the Aus
trian capital. Most of the Socialist 
treatises that prepared the way for the 
1848 revolution were written and pol
ished in Berlin cafes. 
So were a lot of ordinary novels, poems 
and essays. Erich Kastner (Emil and 
the Detective) has done most of his 
writing in Berlin cafes. He says they 
stimulate him. The poet Gottfried Benn 
jotted down cynical descriptions of his 
fellow customers in Berlin cafes, and 
inspired in turn a sketch by George 
Grosz entitled Dr. Benns Cafe. 
The Romanisches Cafe became the 
hangout of Berlin's literary crows, 
while the lieutenants and other play
boys of the time occupied the Kranzler 
terrace overlooking the Kurfiirsten-

damm. 
One day the bead waiter at Mampe's 
Gute Stube put some chairs and tables 
out onto the sidewalk to let customers 
enjoy the warm sunshine. Soon every 
cafe the length of the Kurfiirstendamm 
had moved out onto the sidewalk in 
front of its windows - at least, during 
nice weather. Since infrared heating 
has become available, t.ney stay on the 
sidewalk the year round. 
German and Austrian cafes open early, 
offering a Wiener Friihstiick - coffee, 
tea or cocoa, rolls, butter, and two eggs 
in a glass - to the night-shift just going 
off duty, or to the men who left home 
without breakfast, or just coffee to 
those who want to read the newspaper 
before going on to work. 
A second wave appears mid-morning, 
of businessmen meeting to argue con
tracts, storekeepers taking a breather, 
and writers settling down to work. In 
Vienna, the cafe may be the writer's 

mailing address. 
At lunchtime, the cafes fill up again, 
with men having hurried meals and 
women meeting for a snack before go

ing on to their shopping. 
Mid-afternoon is the time of the bridge 
players and cake-eaters. They are 
joined late in the afternoon by the 
salesmen who work over their order 
books and expense sheets. 
The cocktail crowd drops in at dusk 
for a quick something before dinner or 
the theater. A little later, the people 


