
E GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Kaffeehaus 

WO KANN MAN ESSEN UND TRINKEN? 
(Where can you get something to eat and drink?) 

coffee house: das Kaffeehaus, die Kaffeehauser 

Beforf? WW II, Vienna's broad Ring-
strasse boasted nearly 29.coffee 

houses. Today only four of the 
traditional ones rerrtain, said Erwin 
Zauner, owner of the 100-year-old Cafe 
Landtmann. 

The Viennese coffee house, one of the 
enduring miracles of the elegant city, 
appears to be dying out. There once 
were more than 1,600 throughout Vien
na. Today, only about 800 remain. Many 
were destroyed during WW II. Others 
have been sol~ giving way to 20th cen
tury automobile dealerships and banks. 

"You can sit for four or five hours in a 
Viennese coffee house over one cup of 
coffee and read newspapers and 
magazines," Zauner said. "There is no 
hurry here. Students come to the coffee 
house to study. ·Other people meet at a 
<:_offee house to play cards or chess, or to 
sit and simply work cros_s ~ord puzzles." 

Vienna's tradition of coffee houses dates 
back_ to 1683. The man generally 
credited as the founder of that gracious 
institution was a 17th century James 
Bond named Franz Kulczycki, a Serb. He 
demanded large bags of coffee as his 
rewacd for intelligence work he carried ' 
out behind , urkish lines. The coffee 
beans had been left behind by the 
retreating Turks, along with other items 
such as tents and cannons. 

Upon receiving his reward - no one 
. else apparently knew what the tiny 
beans were - the double agent brewed 
up some coffee and served it to Turkish 
'prisoners to determine the beans had 
been poisoned. The prisoners survived 
the coffee, and Kulczycki used the rest 
of the beans to open the city's first 
coffee house, calling it "The Blue 

•Bottle." 

Dying Out 

--- --
In !he golden days of the Austrian Em-

pire, when the Strauss family fiddled 
their way to fame, Vienna boasted near
ly 15,000 coffee houses. They even 
managed to survive Napoleon's 
blockade, when coffee beans were not 
to be had for love nor money. 

By the first half of the 19th century 
coffee houses had become luxurious 
with huge mirrored marble-topped ' 
tables, soft sofas, plenty of baroque 
splendor, and the latest newspapers. 
One typical coffee house of the day was 
Neuner's, _where nearly all the fittings 
were of polished silver. 

"In Vienna today," said Zauner, "you 
hear that coffee houses are dying out. 
The owners get older, and many of their 
sons or daughters don't want to con
tinue ' in the business." J_n earl ier tim~s, 
he continued, the Viennese escaped 

from their drab or cramped houses and 
apartments to spend part of their day or 
weekend in the coffee house. Many 
made appointments to meet friends or 
conduct business in the coffee house 
rather than at' home or in a dim bffice. 
Tradition has it that waiters, or Obers, 
used to lend money to their favorite 
customers. 

Artists, writers and composers would 
gather at their favorite coffe house for 

•their Stammkaffee to gossip, think or 
work. It is said that many a symphony or 
novel began as a few scribbles on the 
marble top of a coffee house table. 

· Every afternoon Vienna's coffee houses 
are filled with middle-aged .patrons 
wtio sip their coffee and eat apple: 

strudel or Gugelhof (cake) with mounds 
of Schlag (whipped cream), while whil
_ing aw_ay the hours over the newspapers. 

Zauner said he subscribes to all the local 
ne~spapers in Vienna and to most of the 
reg ional ones, as well as eight foreign 
newspapers and some 30 magazines. 
F_rom May to September, Americans can 
find the European edition of the New 
York Times at the Cafe Landtmann. 

Whi le many newspaper reporters find 
the Viennese coffee house the perfect 
place to sort notes o r relax tourists 
;night be disappointed in them. They 
have become threadbare and rather 
dingy. But, they are quiet - a good 
place to jot down notes or read and 

·study. 

C~rt:iinl_y _there has been no attempt 
within Irving memory to modernize o r 
alter their fittings and furniture which 
now bear a mellow patina of age and· 
tr~dition. And, we can be thankful that 
probably no one would ever dream of 
trying to improve them either. In fact, 
they probably should be listed under 
some federal law· for the protection of 
national monuments. .,. 

Zauner said it is customary to serve 
water with the dozen or so varieties of 
_coffee served in the coffee houses. "The 
emperor had the spring water from the 
mou~tains piped _into Vienna and peo
ple like to drink It after their coffee. 
Every half hour people are served fresh 
water or even more often if they like," 
he said. 


