
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Wie kauft man 

WIE SOLL MAN SPEISEN KAUFEN? 
(How should you buy food?) 

Buying food in German stores (kaufen) 

1. store signs (die Schilder) 
2. German words of quantity and metrics: Achtel / Viertel / Halfte / Pfund 
3. Laden vs Geschaft vs Handlung im Kaufhaus vs Supermarkt vs Hypermarkt 

Shop signs to look for 
As a rule shops advertise their goods 
and services more prominently than the 
name of the shop. Look for words with 
* . . . erei/erie e.g. Backerei (bakery) 

* Geschaft (business, shop) e.g. 
Weingeschaft (wine shop) 
Handlung (dealers) e.g. Buchhandlung 
(book shop) 
Laden (shop) e.g. Blumenladen (florist's) 
or Waren (goods) e.g. Lederwaren 
!leather goods) 

* for alcoholic drink~-look for Weine, 
Spirituosen (spiri~if Weinhaus or 
Weinverkauf. Getranke (drinks) usually 
means soft drinks and beer. Note: there 
are no licensing hours! 

Ordering a quarter (eln Vlertel) pound of 
cold cuts 11 not uncommon In Germany. 

Eln Achtel Wurst 

A delight to the housewife with a small 
family is the German custom of selling 
foods in very small quantities. If you 
want just enough brussel sprouts to feed 
two people, order ein halbes Pfund (half 
pound) and the clerk will measure and 
wrap it as politely and painstakingly as 
if you had ordered two kilos. 

Or if you'd like 1o serve a large variety 
of cheese and sausages, you can order 
them by the quarter or even eighth of a 
pound. A quarter pound is ein Viertel; an 
eighth of a pound, eln Ach1el. 

Milk, cream. wine and other liquids are 
measured by the liter - a little over 
a quart. 

* for butter (Butter), cheese (Kase), eggs (Eier), milk (Milch) look for Molkerei 
(dairy). Milk (which is not delivered to homes) is generally long-life (haltbare 

When i1 comes to recipes, things are 
not so easy. Germans are not used to 
measuring cups and spoons, but use 
scales instead. This is a much more exact 
system, which eliminates such American 
complications as sifting flour before 
measuring it. A hundred grams of fl our, 
after all, weigh 100 grams, sifted or not. 

or H-Milch) 

:;!'lopping for food, you have another 
help, because the Germans commonly 
measure by the pfund, or pound. A pfund 
is a half kilo, or 500 grams. This makes 
it sl ightly more than our pound (454 
grams). but for most recipes the differ• 
ence is unimportant. 

Germans can buy their food from various kinds 
of shop: either an Einkaufszentrum, a Kaufha_us, 
a Supermarkt, a Geschaft or a Laden. The first, 

das Einkaufszentrum, is what we call a hyper· 
market; a car would be useful for shopping here, 
since because of their size, these hypermarket s 

are of t en built outside to~ns. 

Finding out what you get for your money 

Fresh foods are priced and sold 
* by the kilogram: look for Kilo or kg . 

* by the pound: look for Pfund, Pfd. or 
-fb, or for ½ Kilo, ½ kg. or 
5-00 Gramm (English pound = 454g) 

* in units of grams: look for 50g, 1 OOg, 
250g etc. (g = Gramm) 

echter real 
Allgauer Emmenthaler cheese from the 
Allgau region 

* singly : look for Sti..ick o r St. or je, jede 
(each). 

Fresh foods are graded. If you want 
top quality look for Handelsklasse I, 
Hkl I, Kl I or Kl A. The price tag will 
also give you the country of origin. 

If you're buying pre-packed goods 
look for Paket or Pkt. (packet), 
Packung, Pckg. or Pkg. (carton or 
pack). K~rton (box ), Flasche or Fl. 
(bottle), Glas (jar ), Dose (tin) . 

Blumenkohl 
cauliflower 

BJumenkohl 
KU Sfucl< 

0.99 


