
I IA VE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Nachmittag 

skaffee 

MAHLZEITEN: NACHMITTAGSKAFFEE 

meal: die Mahlzeit, die Mahlzeiten 
afternoon coffee: der Nachmittagskaffee 

People go into a Konditorei or Cafe, eat a piece of pastry (ein Stuck Kuchen), drink a cup 
of coffee or tea (eine Tasse Kaffee oder Tee), talk to their friends (klatschen), and/or read a 
newspaper, etc. between 2 and 4 o'clock. 

Word of the Week: Kaffeeklatsch 

Aug 8, 2014 

You probably know that Germans love gathering for Kaffee und Kuchen ("coffee and cake") , traditionally 

in the afternoon between lunch and dinner. But did you know there's a name for this type of social 

gathering? Germans call their afternoon coffee-and-cake sessions a Kaffeeklatsch ("coffee gossip") -

particularly if the guests are all female. 

Like the name implies, a Kaffeeklatsch presents the opportunity for coffee (or tea) and conversation. It 

can be held in someone's house, at the office or even at a cafe. Traditionally, however, a Kaffeeklatsch 

is held in someone's home - often on Sundays. Many Germans use Kaffee und Kuchen as an 

opportunity to invite friends or family to catch up. And they'll sometimes make quite an event out of it, 

bringing out a pretty tablecloth and their best tableware. In addition to coffee, Germans will usually serve 

some sort of pastry, whether it's homemade cheesecake or something sweet from the bakery. 

Some people compare the Kaffeeklatsch to the British version of five o'clock tea, but there are quite a 

few differences. For one, a Kaffeeklatsch is less frequent and more likely to occur on a weekend when 

people have more time on their hands. A Kaffeeklatsch is also more likely to include a group of women 
who gather for gossip, while afternoon tea is more inclusive. 

The origins of the Kaffeeklatsch have been traced to around 1900, when German housewives gathered 

at each other's homes to drink coffee and chat. Over time, the ritual became deeply engrained in 
German culture, and soon spread to neighboring countries. If you grew up in a household in Germany, 

Austria, Finnland or Luxembourg, there's a good chance that the Kaffeeklatsch might have been a part 
of your weekend activities. 

But perhaps you've been inviting people for coffee and cake without knowing the term for it. So next 
time, tell your friends to join the Kaffeeklatsch! 


