
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL This Week in 

Histor 

FAMOUS EVENTS: What happened on ... ? 

Was ist am 11. November 1918 geschehen? 
Waffenstillstand des ersten Welkrieges / end of World War One 

WORLD WAR I: EUROPE AND THE POLITICS OF REMEMBRANCE 
German leaders underscore European culture of remembrance 

Britain, meanwhile, vvill hold its very own World War I ceremony. Historian Etienne Francois calls this "totally normal," noting that Britain 

has always "considered itself somewhat unique." 

London, like Paris, has extended an invitation to German leaders to attend its armistice commemorations. President Steinmeier will be the 

first German head of state ever to attend a Cenotaph wreath-laying ceremony in the British capital. A UK government statement said the 

upcoming event would mark an "historic act" of reconciliation and cited British Prime Minister Theresa May as saying it will provide an 

opportunity to "remember all the fallen and give thanks for peace." Though not everyone, it seems, welcomes Steinermeier's planned visit. 

UK tabloid The Sun warned his attendance could cause outrage among UK war veterans. Yet, so far, all is quiet on that front. 

The presence of Steinmeier and Merkel at these international armistice ceremonies, German historian Jorn Leonhard believes, has to do 

vvith Germany's "desire to underscore itsjeep-rooted Europeanness." Leonhard said German leaders are at pains to avoid nurturing a 

specifically German commemorative culture "out of fear of opening Pandora's box" and prompting some to ask whether the Treaty of 

Versailles contributed to the collapse of the Weimar Republic. Leonhard believes there is some merit to this political analysis, but noted 

that Germany nevertheless adheres to an "extremely defensive" approach when it comes to remembering World War I. 

Polish independence day popular with far right 

European bishops recently gathered in the Belf\1an municipality of Ypres to commemorate all those of died there in the bloody battles of 

World War I. Germany bishop Franz-Josef Overbeck, who also serves as a military ordinariate, warned against downplaying the danger of 

armed conflict, saying we should not be fooled by a "false sense of security." He added that nationalism and populism were on the rise, and 

that "approval for the European project is waning," which could undermine peace. 
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