
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL This Week in 

Histor 

FAMOUS EVENTS: What happened on .. . ? 

Was ist am 11. November 1918 geschehen? 
Waffenstillstand des ersten Welkrieges / end of World War One 

WORLD WAR I: EUROPE AND THE POLITICS OF REMEMBRANCE 

France plans to hold a major commemorative ceremony at the Arc de Triomphe in Paris. Macron has invited more than 80 heads of state 

and government from countries which were either directly or indirectly involved in the Great War. United States President Donald Trump 

and his Russian counterpart, Vladimir Putin, will mostly likely be in attendance, too. Macron hopes both leaders will use this opportunity 

for talks on how to salvage th e Intermcdiatc-RangP Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF), which the US wants to quit. 

\\ 111 Tmmp an<l Putin's attendance at the French Wv\'l commemoration hPlp !Pad to nucl"'ar disarmanwnt? 

An opportunity to bask in the limelight 

Macron is keen to use the ceremony as a means to boost his approval ratings, which have tanked amid resistance to bis plans to reform the 

European Union, said French historian Etienne Francois. The ceremony will briefly "make him look as ifhe were at the center of political 

universe," he added. However, Macron will also want to use the event to find "a way out of the European and global deadlock," Francois 

said. 

Between November 11 and 13, the French capital will also host the Paris Peace Forum to bring together political leaders, international 

organ izations and intellectuals to promote and advance global multilatera1ism. Germany's Chancellor Merkel and UN Secretary-General 

Antonio Guterres will each give opening speeches. 

Germany, therefore, will play a prominent role in the centennial ceremony to mark the end of World War I. A few days ago, German 

President Frank-Walter Steinmeier attended a commemorative concert in the city of Strasbourg in the French Alsace region, which 

between 1871 and 1918 belonged to the German Empire, after which it became French once more. 


