
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL This Week in 

Histor 

FAMOUS EVENTS: What happened on ... ? 

Was ist am 11. November 1918 geschehen? 
Waffenstillstand des ersten Welkrieges / end of World War One 

WORLD WAR I: EUROPE AND THE POLITICS OF REMEMBRANCE 
Exactly 100 years ago, World War I came to an end. France and the UK will be holding major commemorative events, and 

high-ranking German leaders will be attending. What does this tell us about our respective cultures? 

Now, 100 years after armistice day 1918, the former belligerents are commemorating all those who lost their lives in the bloody battles of 

World War I. In Britain and France, keeping the memory of the Great War alive carries great importance. Indeed, French President 

Emmanuel Macron has announced his country will host a major centennial ceremony. Naturally, Germany will also commemorate this 

special day. Though in Germany's national psyche, the catastrophe and horror of the Holocaust during World War II continues to 

overshadow the bloodshed of World War I. 

On the morning of November 11, 1918, at 10:59, American soldier Henry Nicholas Gunther stormed towards a German machine gun 

position and was killed - exactly one minute before the armistice that ended World War I came into effect. Gunther was tlie last soldier to 

fall in the so-called Great War. He was one of roughly 10 million soldiers that perished in the fighting. Millions of civilians were killed, too. 

The historical significance of Compiegne 

On November 10, Macron will meet German Chancellor Angela Merkel in the town of Compiegne, about an hour north of Paris. It was here 

aboard a train can-iage that tlie World War I armistice was signed between the Western allies and Germany on November 11, 1918. And it 

was in the exact same location that Adolf Hitler forced the French military leadership to sign their capitulation in June 1940 after German 

troops had invaded the country. 

The French government has announced it also wants to commemorate the important reconciliatory gesture between then-German 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl and then-French President Francois Mitterrand in 1984, when both famously held hands at a Verdun's war 

cemetery. The gesture made worldwide headlines. 


