
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL This Week in 

Histor 

FAMOUS EVENTS: What happened on ... ? 

Was ist am 11. November 1918 geschehen? 
Waffenstillstand des ersten Welkrieges / end of World War One 

At the request of the delegation, a messenger is sent to German forces commander Marshal Paul 

von Hindenburg in Belgium for his authorization to sign an armistice. 

By the time the envoy arrives, on November 9th, the kaiser has abdicated, with the German 

Revolution under way. 

Armistice signed 

Night has fallen on the forest clearing when the messenger returns, on November 10th, with the 

commander's permission. 

Negotiations resume. For three more hours the Germans argue, clause by clause. 

' Eventually there is a final version: by 5:20 am on November 11th, the armistice ending a war started 

four years earlier is signed in a train carriage in the woods. 

The news reaches the troops quickly, and is received with disbelief. Some 

commanders decide to continue fighting to the bitter end; others will not risk any further lives. 

On the stroke of 11 am the ceasefire agreed just hours earlier is sounded by bugles and clarions 

along the hundreds of kilometres (miles) of front line that stretch across Europe. 

Soldiers gradually emerge from the trenches, stunned. 

War is over 

Celebrations erupt in the capitals of the Allied victors. 

Civilians pour into the streets, thronging the Place de la Concorde in Paris, Piccadilly Circus in 

London, New York's Fifth Avenue, the Piazza Venezia in Rome. 

Church bells ring out at full peal and people dance in the streets. In French ports, soldiers from the 

United States, Australia and other far-away lands parade under their national flags. 

The Great War - which had drawn in some 30 nations and their colonies, and mobilized around 70 

mil lion soldiers - is over. 


