
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL This week in 
Histor 

FAMOUS EVENTS: What happened on ... ? 

Was ist am 11. November 1918 geschehen? 
Waffenstillstand des ersten Welkrieges / end of World War One 

HOW WORLD WAR I CHANGED GERMANY FOREVER 

Democracy, something that had only been half-heartedly entertained beforehand, became the 

rallying cry of various political factions jostling for power. The Kaiser (and nobility across the 

country) abdicated and a power vacuum yawned. 

2) ... and the age of Left and Right had begun 

Karl Marx is one of German's most famous sons, but the full impact of his ideas wasn't felt by his 

countrymen until the end of the war. Revolution in Russia gave hope to socialists and commun ist s 

across Europe. 

Following the abdication of the Kaiser, the centre-left SPD took control, but it wasn't long before 

more extreme left-wing groups such as Rosa Luxemburg's Spartacus League attempted to wrest 

power from those they saw as not going far enough. 

In January 1919, the Spartacus League, alongside other left-wing groups, flooded the streets of 

Berlin and temporarily gained control. However, they were soon attacked by the far-right, 

paramilitary Freikorps, many members of which would go on to join the Nationalsozialistische 

Deutsche Arbeiterpartei. 

3) It led to a cultural renaissance 

One can argue that without the horrors of World War I, Germany may never have seen the explosion 

in artistic output that occurred during the 1920s and 1930s. 

Seminal filmmaker of 'M' and 'Metropolis' fame, Fritz Lang was a frontline soldier during the war 

and wrote the ideas for many of his films while recovering from shellshock. 

Otto Dix, the painter who did so much to establish the 'look' of post-war Germany in popular culture, 

fought on both the Eastern and Western fronts and was deeply impacted by what he had seen. 

Of course, the seedy, sordid world of the Weimar Republic, seen in musicals such as 'Cabaret' was 

also a direct result of a populace trying to escape the horrors of four years of war and more of 

economic depression. 


