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FAMOUS EVENTS: What happened on ... ? 

Was ist am 11. November 1918 geschehen? 
Waffenstillstand des ersten Welkrieges / end of World War One 

HOW WORLD WAR I ENDED: 100 YEARS LATER 

World War I ended on November 11, 1918. The conflict claimed countless victims with unprecedented displays of power. 
But the human suffering continued as Europe could not fully recover from the disaster. 
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"Finie la guerre?" - '1s the war over?" 

The German negotiator's car, which crossed the border from the Belgian side on November 6, 1918, on its way to France, put the French 

soldiers in high spirits. The armies were still fighting one another, but the more than four-year-old war appeared to be coming to an end. 

Perhaps the politicians who had traveled from Berlin had even brought, as an appetizer to peace, a few cigarettes for them? But Mathias 

Erzberger, the leader of the German delegation, had to pass. "As a non-smoker," he reported in his memoirs, "he could not fulfill their 

wish." 

However, along with his French counterpart, Marshall Ferdinand Foch, he was able to oblige the desire of millions of Europeans on the 

morning of November 11. On this day in a rail wagon in a forest by Compiegne, around 90 kilometers (56 miles) northeast of Paris, they put 

their signatures to a just negotiated cease-fire between Germany and the Allies. Germany had surrendered. Several months later in the 

famous dining room of the Palace of Versailles, both sides officially signed the peace treaty. 

The German advanced along the Western Front well into the summer of 1918, making some considerable land gains even though troop 

numbers diminished from 5.1 million to 4.2 million between March and July. Despite this, the German Empire was able to close gaps in the 

ranks, even if only by falling back on previously wounded and recovered soldiers. In addition, new conscripts, those born in 1900, began to 

trickle in. 


