
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL This week in 

Histor 

FAMOUS EVENTS: What happened on ... ? 

Was ist am 1. September 1939 geschehen? 
Beginning of World War II (1939-1945) 

The-Day Hitler Got His War 
(At dawn on Sept. 1, 1939 - 40 years 

ago yesterday - Adolf Hitler burled his 
troops and Luftwaffe against Poland and 
plunged mantind into World War II. On 
that day, Joseph W. Grigg was a staff 
corresp<'ndent in the Berlin bureau of 
United Press. In thi> dispatch Grigg, now 
United Press International's chief Euro
~n correspondent, describes the events 
be witn~ in BerliJJ 40 years ago.) 

LONDON (UPI) - At 5:45 a.m. on 
Sept. lr 1939, the "Hellschreiber" printer 
of the official Na~ ~rman news agency 
D.N.B. began grmding out a communi· 
que. 

"Proclamation to the German Anned 
Forces," it began. 

Over tbe streets of Berlill a gray, 
nilly daWll was breat.illg. The few early 
worien harrying along tbe broad, empty 
exp~e of Unter den Linden saw Uae 
litreet lamps go out. 

They would not be lit again for six 
blood-soaked years. 

In the great mausoleum-like Reich 
Chancellery, Nazi Fuehrer Adolf Hitler 
signed a f.roclamation and went to bed in 
bis smal , cell-like bedroom. 

"The Polish state bas refused the 
peaceful settlement of our relations as 
neighbors, for which I have strive.n, and 

·instead bas appealed to arms," the proc· 
lamation read. "There remains no other 
means of ending this madness but from 
now on to meet force wit4. force." 

For more than a week Germany -
and with it all Europe - had groped in a 
twilight world that was neither war nor 
peace as Hitler prepared to launch an 
unpr_o.voked attack against Poland. 

His aim was a quick, cheap triumph 
over Poland. Britain and France, Po
land's allies, should stay out, he warned. 

All normal communications between 
Germany and the West ilad ceased . • 

Telephone calls to London and Paris 
became increasingly.difficult and finally 
impossible. . . -

International train and plane serVices 
ceased. London, Paris and Warsaw were 

·blacked out. 
Eleven dayli earlier, Wtler bad rocked 

the world by aDDoanciDt be was liigDing 
a noo-aggrmion pact with MOliCOWz 
freeing llis lwlds iii case Britain ua 
Frace came to PolaDd'li aid: 

War apPeared inevitable. , 
British and French residents began 

leaving Berlin. On Aug. 25 HiUer se
cretly completed mobilization. 

Few German civilians expected war. 
But when. Hitler abruptly canceled the 
annual Nazi Party congress at Nurem· 

Standing in front of the 
Wagnerian backdrop of a 
huge golden eagle astride -
a golden swastika, Hitler 
shrieked, "Since last night 
Poland has used regular 
troops to fire on our terri
tory. Since 5:45 a.m. we 
have beim firing back." 

berg Aug. 26 and then ordered rationing 
of food, clothing, shoes and soap, they be
.gan to fear the worst. 

Sandbags were stacked against Berlin 
store windows. Anti-aircraft guns were 
mounted on tall buildings. Young men 
clutching mobilization orders jammed 
railroad stations. . . . 

In a series of urgent messages· to Hit
ler, Britain and France sought to head 
off war. But be was set on it. 

At dawn Sept. 1 he struck, sending his 
armies and air force crashing across the 
Polish frontier in history's ·first 
blitzkrieg. · 

Neutral reporters in Berlin saw Ger-

mans glumly reading Hitler's procl.ama· 
tion in special early editions under the
huge red banner: "From now on force . 
against force!" 

· . Middle-aged, pot-bellied storm troop
ers began lining streets leadin& to the 
Kroll Opera- House, where the rubber· 
stamp Nazi Reichstag had met since 
~n . . 

·Shortly before 10 a.m., a roar rose 
from crowds aow massed aloag Unter 
den Linden as Hitler, weariag a gray 
field uiform, swept past ill a black 
opea-topped Mercedes liurrouded by 
bodyguards. 

Standing before the Wagnerian back
drop of a huge golden eagle surmounting 
a. golden swastika, Hitler shrieked 
"Since last night Poland has used regular 
troops to fire on our territory. Since 5:45 
a.m. we have been firing back." 

This was a lie. The Polish army never 
had fired against Germans. 

That night, Berlin was blacked out for 
tbe fii'st time. • 

Although pledged to come to Poland's 
aid, Britain and France hesitated for two 
days. 

Finally at 9 a.m. Sunday, Sept. 3, Brit
ish ambassador Nevile Henderson 
banded Nazi Foreign Minister Joachim 
von Ribbentrop a declaration of war. 
The French followed suit some hours 
later. 

Sunday crowds strolling in brilliant 
sunshine grabbed newspapers headlined: 
"England declares state of war on Ger" 
many." . 

Their looks were of stunned disbelief. 
MaDy consoled themselves, saying, 

••Britain is just bluffing. She woD't fight." 
· None could have im~gined-lba't sunny 
Sunday morning that six years later Hit· 
ler would be dead; Germany would lie 
prostrate in total defeat and a Berlin in 
ruins would be occupied by the Red 
Army. . . ,: . • ' ';:' 

Hitler had his war - but not the easy 
trium h he had bo~r. 


