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FAMOUS EVENTS: What happened on ? 8/7/2014 

Was ist am 1. August 1914 geschehen? 
Beginning of the Great War I World War I (1914-1918) 

How World War I changed Germany forever 

It is 100 years since Germany's entrance into orll Var I. Historian and teacher Mike Stuchbery 
reflects on five massive changes that the conflict wrought on Germany after four years of bloody war. 

1) The Age of Empire was over ... 

The signing of the Armistice on November 11th, 1918 broke the people's confidence in the ruling dynasties that 
had seen them through the Holy Roman Empire to the German Empire 

The expansionist military ambitions of Kaiser Willielm ll had shown themselves to lead only to ruin and death, 
as an entire generation of German youth were killed or maimed. 

Democracy, something that had only been half-heartedly entertained beforehand, became the rallying cry of 
various political factions jostling for power. The Kaiser (and nobility across the country) abdicated and a power 
vacuum yawned. 

2) ... and the age of Left and Right had begun 

Karl Marx is one of German's most famous sons, but the full impact of his ideas wasn 't felt by his countrymen 
until the end of the war. Revolution in Russia gave hope to socialists and communists across Europe. 

Following the abdication of the Kaiser, the centre-left SPD took control, but it wasn't long before more extreme 
left-wing groups such as Rosa Luxemburg's Spartacus League attempted to wrest power from those they saw as 
not going far enough. 

In January 1919, the Spartacus League, alongside other left-wing groups, flooded the streets of Berlin and 
temporarily gained control. However, they were soon attacked by the far-right, paramilitary Freikorps, many 
members of which would go on to join the Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei. 

3) It led to a cultural renaissance 

One can argue that without the horrors of World \\ ar I, Germany may never have seen the explosion in artistic 
output that occurred during the 1920s and 1930s. 


