
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEST 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

HAMBURGER DOM 

Winterdom oder Domfest I Winter Funfair or Cathedral Market 
(held from .beginning of November to beginning of December) 

Hamburg's 684th Dom Festival Brings Millions to the North of 
Germany 1 u1612oi3 

The Hamburger Dom is a tri-annual 
fair whose origins lie in the 1300s. 

The Hamburger Dom has evolved to 

include many 

rollercoaster rides and amusement. 

While Munich is famous for its Oktoberfest and Stuttgart for its Cannstatter Volksfest, the city of 

Hamburg is celebrated for its Hamburger Dom - a tri-annual public festival that is the oldest and largest 
of its kind in northern Germany. 

The fairground is filled with rollercoaster rides, a Ferris wheel, amusement and food stands, and attracts 
several million visitors each year to its spring, summer and winter funfairs. 

Rollercoasters surrounded by corn on the cob stalls; the smell of roasted almonds reaching a carousel 

for children and adults; candied fruits, sausages, pancakes and various waffle bakers; the Ferris wheel 
is the landmark of the Dom again and again, and an extra adventure area - always with a new theme -

has also been part of the Dom for quite a few years. 

The 2013 festival marks the 684th time that Hamburg has hosted this event since it was first recorded in 

the early 1300s. Many centuries ago, the fair was organized by a group of jugglers, traders, artisans, 

showmen and merchants on the square of St. Mary's Cathedral (also called the Hamburger Dom) in the 
weeks leading up to the holiday season. It is thus considered a predecessor of the German Christmas 

Markets. 

The fair, however, soon became a tradition celebrated during any season and even grew to be held 

several times a year. 

In its early days, the funfair was held in front of the St. Mary's Cathedral. But after the building, which 

stood on unstable ground, was neglected and began to decay, the city demolished it in 1806. As a 

result, the location of the Hamburger Dom was moved to the Heiligengeistfeld (Holy Spirit Field), a 
160,000 square-meter (1.7 million square-foot) field that is often used for large events today. 


