
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

der 14. Februar-Valentinstag / Valentines Day 

Do Germans Celebrate Valentines Day? 
Yes, They Do! 
February 14th is Valentine's Day, and though 

celebrating Valentine's Day has only become 

popular w ithin the last few decades in 

Germany, there are several traditions 

Germans have taken on wholeheartedly. This 

includes giving cards, sweet treats and 

flowers to their loved ones on this special 

day. 

It's Valentine's Day in Germany! 

And contrary to popular believes, Germans are actually quite romantic, 

specially when comes Valentine's Day (Valentinstag)! 

On the other hand, unlike English speaking countries and France, they 

have not been celebrating it in a commercial way for very long time (more 

or less since after the W.W.II only). 

Overall, Valentine's Day is not a major event in Germany. One reason may be that it also coincides with the carni\ 

season, and Germans are just busy enjoying the events, parades and parties there! 

However, if you intend to travel to Germany or learning German, you certainly make a great impression if you kn~ 

some basics. 

It's that time of year when I get asked, "Do Germans celebrate 

Valentine's Day?" Now ... I'm not sure if I'm getting t he 

question by people who want to do something "German" for 

Valentine's Day ... or because people want to use a negative to 

get OUT of celebrating Valentine's Day (yes, I'm looking at 

you ... ) 

So let me clear things up a bit by saying ... YES, some Germans 

do celebrate Va lent ine's Day .. . others don't. 

Let me explain ... The history of Valentine's day in Germany is a 

fairly recent... but like other "imported holidays" the1-e is some 

acceptence. Whether you want to celebrate or not is up to 

you (however, if your significant other wants to celebrate ... I 

suggest you go along, and not make comments like "it's a Hallmark Holiday" or "the flower stores 

invented it" ... I promise, your day will go a lot smoother). 


