
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL This week in 

History / Mai 

FAMOUS EVENTS: What happened on ... ? 
Was ist am 8. Mai 1945 geschehen? 

Victory in Europe Day (V-E Day) 

8 MayJ9'-5 
It was a day of victory, defeat, 
celebration, and despair. It was 

truly an end and a new beqinninq. 

I 
n the afternoon of 30 April 1945, 
Adolf Hitler, Fuhrer o_f the G_r~ss
deut~che Reich , committed SU1C1de 
in the ruins of Berlin. In his Lesta

ment, Hiller appointed GroBadmiral 
Karl Donitz as his successor. The mili
tary situation was hopeless, bm, in a 
final attempt to divide the Allies, Donitz 
so·ove to negotiate a partial surrender 
on the Western Front followed by a con
tinuation of the war against the Red 
Army in the East. By continuing the 
fight in the EasL, he hoped to gain time 

for as many Germans as possible, civilian 
and military alike, to escape to the West. 
When General-Oberst Alfred Jodl 
arrived at the Modern Technical School 
in Reims, which served as the Supreme 
Headquarters Allied Expeditionary 
Forces (SHAEF) on the 3rd of May, he 

was instructed to either work toward this 
partial surrender o r to at least gain a 
four-day respite between the signing of 
the surrender and the complete cessa
tion of all troop movements. However, 
General_E_wight D. Eisenhower insisted 

on the immediate and unconditional 
surrender of all German armed forces as 
agreed upon by the All ies at the 
Casablanca Conference in January 1943. 

Flanked by his aide Major Wilhelm 
Oxenius and Generaladmiral Hans
Georg von Friedeburg, Jodi, on 7 May 
1945 at 2:41 a.m., as the representative 
of the German High Command who 
alone had been authorized by Donitz to 
sign the surrender instrument, put his 
signature to the five-paragraph docu
ment. General Bedell Smith as repre
sentative of General Eisenhower, Gen
eral Ivan Susloparov for the Soviet 
Union, and General Fral1(;:ois Sevez for 
France signed for the Allies. No British 
representative was present. The sttrren
der was to take effect at 11:01 p.m. the 
next day, 8 May 1945. In his order of 
the day, Eisenhower wrote: "The mis
sion of this Allied force was fulfilled at 
0241 local time, May 7, 1945." 

As demanded by Soviet dictator 
Joseph Stalin and agreed-upon at Reims, 
Field-Marshal Wilhelm Keitel, Gener
aloberst Hans-Jtirgen Stumpff, and 
Friedeburg signed a virtually identical 
document in the presence of Marshal 
Georgi K Schukow at 12:01 a.m. on 9 
May ] 945. It was "~tnessed by Air Vice
Marshal Arthur William Tedder, Deputy 
Supreme Allied Commander responsi
ble for air operations, General Lattre de 
Tassigny for France and General Carl 
Spaatz of the United States Air Force. 

When Jodi and Keitel agreed to the 
Unconditional Surrender of all 
Wehrmacht units, German forces in 
Berlin, Italy, Holland, D.enmark, and in 
northern Germany had already surren
dered. The Allies had planned on desig
nating 9 May 1945 as Victory Europe 
Day - V-E Day - but journalists broke 
the news of Germany's surrender pre
maturely. On 7 May, jubilant crowds 
a,lready streamed into Piccadilly Square 
in London and huge crowds gathered 
the following day as well. At 3:00 p.m., 
ChurchjJI made a radio broadcast: "The 


