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FAMOUS EVENTS: What happened on .. . ? 
Was ist am 6. April 1917 geschehen? 

. 
American Declaration of War on Germany (World War One) 

I
n April 1917, 54-year-old Johann Hoffmann ofWin
terhausen wrote in his diary: "Jetzt hf!t auch der Er
zheuchler Wilson den Krieg Nordamerikas an Deutsch

land erkli:frt - now the arch-hypocri te Wilson too has 
declared the war of North America on Germany." Such 
a statement all by itself, it is the only comment on the 
enu·ance of the United States into the First World War in 
a 60,000-plus word diary spanning 45 years from January 
1900 to May 1945, begs at a number of questions. Why · 
did the United States declare war on Germany? What was, 
in the eyes ofHoffinann, hypocritical about US-President 
Woodww Wilson (1856-1924) and that declaration of 
war? Had Hoffo1ann never heard of German U-Boat 

The American Declaration 
of War on Germany on 6 
April 1917 
Did German policy makers 
underestimate America's 
economic and military interest7 -

-

warfare? Of the sinking of the Lusitania in May 1915? 
Had he never heard of the Sussex Pledge of 1916? Or the 
((Zimmermann Telegram" of January 1917? The answer -
to these questions leads us not only deep into the history 
of the United States and her fore ign policy toward the 
Central Powers of Germany, Ausp:ia-Hungary and Tw·key 
between August 1914 and April 1917 but also into the 
question of how much the proverbial German "Man in 
the Street" knew about American foreign policy and what 
he thought and expected it to be . 

In August 1914, the German Empire, proud in the 
knowledge of being the strongest economic and military 
power on the European continent, chose to disregard the 

THE LUSITANIA BY A GERMAN 

U-20 SUBMARINE TOOK THE 

LIVES OF 1,198 PASSENGERS AND 

OPENLY TURNED PUBLIC OPINION 

AGAINST THE GERMAN EMPIRE. 

A look back at the elements in play while world powers 
contemplated what would become the "War to End All Wars." 


