
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

,,Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

ORIGIN OF CHRISTMAS TREE I URSPRUNG DES 
WEIHNACHTSBAUMES 

Christmas tree: der Weihnachtsbaum, die Weihnachtsbaume 

Origin of the 
festive tree 

orign: die Ursprung 

The origins of the 
Christmas Tree as a 
German tradition. 

Scholars have long been concerned with the orig ins of the Christ
mas tree. How long has the custom of having a tree at Christmas 
been establ ished? Well, Otto Lauffer, .author of the most reliable 
book on the Christmas tree to date, writes: "At no time during 
early Germany history (inclusive of Scandinavia and England) or 
during the centuries of the Christian Middle Ages was there a 
festive tree to mark Mid-Winter or the Christian Christmas Festiva l. 
There is nc written or visual record of such a tree before the 16th 
century " . Pictures showing Martin Luther together with his family 
in front of a candle-lit tree were, unfortunately, produced centuries 
later. 

Tree of Paradise 
Some historians connect the Christmas tree with nativity plays 
performed in the church in medieval times. These often included a 
reenactment of the story of Adam and Eve. Part of the set was tile 
"tree of pa'radise" (Paradiesbaum): an everoreen decorated with 
apples. With the passing of time, the paradise tree grew more 
elaborate. Nuts, cookies and other sweets replaced apples, making the 
glor:ies of Eden more palpable. The tree eventually lost its ties to the 
Old Testament and became a general symbol of Advent. A 1755 
account by Frederick the Great of Prussia points back to this source. He 
wrote of parents hanging "gilded potatoes" on the branches of trees "to 
present the children with the illusion of paradise apples." 

Christmas trees began appearing more widely in the late 18th century. 
Author Johann Wolfgang Goethe describes a candle-lit tree in the novel 
Die Leiden des Jungen Werther (The Sorrows of Young Werther), 
published in 1774. Four years earlier he had seen a similarly decorated 
tree in Strasbourg for the first time. 

0 Tannenbaum 

There is not a German home, however 
humble, wit hout a Christmas tree. The 
use of the fir for Christm;1s trees 
originated in the Black Forest in · 
Southwest Germany. Evergreer.1s, 
branches, and small trees, symbols of · 
renascent life in nature, had been at
tributes of the pagen winter solstice 
festival of the Germanic peoples and 
ha\ie survived as Christmas decorations. 
It is not known at what time other sec
lions of Germany first adopted the fir. It 
would not have been later than the early 
part of the 16th century, because Martin 
luther added candles to a Tannenbaum. 
The custom spread outside Germany 
during the 18th and 19th centuries to the 
New World by German immigrants, and 
to England where Prince Albert of 
Coburg introduced it ·alter he had · 
married Queen Victoria in 1840. _ __;_ __ 

It has been determined that t he Tan nen bau m 

(Christma s tree) ha d its birth in Germany . The 

Christmas tree c ame to America during the Revolu t i o nary 

War by way of Hessian sold~ers . 
------


