
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

,Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

HISTORY OF CHRISTMAS TREE I GESCHICHTE DES 
WEIHNACHTSBAUMES 

Christmas tree: der Weihnachtsbaum, die Weihnachtsbaume 

The Christmas 
tree a·round the 

world 

history: die Geschichte 

The .German Christmas tree made its way. abroad at a much 
earlier date. The tradition of a decorated tree was taken to Ame
rica by the ma.ny Germari immigrants. The tree was late in reaching 
France but established itself quickly. A German in Paris, Friedrich 
Hermann, reported in 1890 on how that came about. "A distri
bution of presents to poor children at the German St: Joseph's 
schools in Villette took place for the first time th irty years ago 
(1860). Two of the organisers had to go from domestic market to 
domestic market, hunted through the great· market halls where 
the rarest products and most unusual goods are to be found, and 
went to the leading flower shops in order to get hold of a little fir 
tree that was scarcely three foot high. The. seller said he had just 
taken the tree to marke.t on the off-chance since he had to root 
it up anyway. He said he had once heard a vague story about 
the Germans' Christ tree at Christmas. In 1869 there were fir trees 
at most ma!_~ets and even some at the chief flower shops. In 1890, 
several hundred and then thousands of trees were brought to the 
central market halls between the lOth and 15th of December, and 
some went to other markets and dealers too. Apart from the 
markets, so~e 300· dealers and shops in all parts of the city 
offered Chnstmas trees. Careful estimates indicate that between 
30,000 and 35,000 were sold". . 
In England, the Christmas tree is said to have been taken up by 
the royal court around 1840. It arrived in Schleswig-Holstein, the 
most northerly part of Germany, as late as in Paris. It is quite clear 
that the larger·towns were quicker to take up the Christmas tree. 
It was to be found ·in Berlin from 1780 onwards but it was over a 
hundred years before the tree penetrated as far as frontier areas. 

. . 
Holidays are rich in symbols, and none heralds Christmas more clearly 
than a festively decorated evergreen tree. The Christmas tree tradition 
can be traced to Northern Europe, but theories vary on what first 
inspired people to brighten the dead of winter by bringing nature into 
their homes. In the Middle Ages, some historians believe, Germans and 
Scandinavians began .placing evergreen trees in their houses or: outside 
their doors in winter as a sign of hope for the coming of spring. By 
another account, the English missionary Boniface, who came to 
Germany in the 8th century, introduced the practice of decorating a fir 
tree in honor of the Christ child to replace the pagan ritual of 
worshipping at an oak. Still another account credits religious reformer . 
Martin Luther (1483-1546) with bringing an evergreen tree indoors and 
decorating it with candles to recreate for his children the beauty of a 
night walk in the woods. 

0 Tannenbaum 
The first dear menllion · of a dec~Drated 
Christtnas tree, not y,-et illuminated, is 
contai·lil<ld in .a pamphlet pdnted ' in 
Str.asbm!lrg in lr646. Fifty ¥e'ar.s: later, the 
tree had crossed the Rliline eastward, and 
someQne" had garnished it. with candles. 
By 1700, it could be found iri many 
German ce>mmunities. Finland -Had its 
first Christmas tree by H~OO, Denmark 
by 1810!. and Norway irt - 1828. In 
Vierma, f>.rim:ess Henrietta lit the first 
Christmas tree candles in 1816, Prin<;e 
Albert, consor( of Queen _ Victoria, 
introduced the Christmas ttee to Engl,and 
in 1841. He brought the custom with 
him 'fr.qm his. native duchy of Saxe
Cobl:lr_g. In S:wed~1 every Christmas has 
had its tree -sine€ 1817, and Amerkans 


