
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

nBei uns ist 1mmer was los!" 

CHRISTMAS TREE DECORATIONS I 
WEIHNACHTSBAUMSCHMUCKE 

Christmas tree: der Weihnachtsbaum, die Weihnachtsbaume 
decoartion: der Schmuck. die Schmucke 

Vh, Tannenbaum -
ART of the fun 6 set
tmg up the Christmas 
tree are the memories 
that go with some of 

the.. 'trimmings. There may be 
old ;glass balls saved from 
grailjdmother's house, hand
clll"'ied animals brought back 
frotll a vacation in Germany 

I 
or cunning straw figures from 
Scandinavia. 

There could be folded pa
per stars made at school by 

!the children or strings of 
beads fashioned from acorns, 
walnuts and other nuts . . . 
yarn dolls, silver bells, shiny 
baubles, colored balls and 
feathery birds. 

The older the family tradi
tions, the more special the 
tree. And usuallv each person 
lik~ to place- his favorite 
trinket on just the right 
branch. I 

This tree tnimming ritual 
has been going on for a long, 
Jon~ time. There are many' 
routes back and they lead to 
all sorts of historic origins. 
Many started long before the 
Christian holiday marking the 
birth ofJ.esus. 

The Eygptians took green 
date palms indoors during 
thei.f celebration rites of the 
winter solstice to signify "life 
triumphing over death.'' 

In Caesar's time, the Ro
man& celebrated a Festival of 
Saturn which began on Dec. 
117~ It was a time of great 
feasting, merry making and 
gift giving. 

Indoors the celebrators set 
up trees and trimmed them 
with trinkets and masks of 
B~thus. sometimes candles 
were placed on with an im
age of the sun god at the top. 

Statues of the gods and 
goddesses were hung with 
wl~ds of flowers; green 
bOUghs and lavish decora
tio of greens trimmed the 
LlaornM. In street proceions. 

n:-he.-s a s:u:l ~es 
br:gt: W1th lighted candles. 

This :~.eaaten baCKground 
for celebrations was offen
sive to the Church hierarchy 
in later years ~ for some
time greenery was not per
mitted inside the cathedrals 
and chapels. 

During the Middle Ages, 
the medieval mystery plays 
were prominent. They drama
tized the story of Adam and 
Eve and were given in the 
churches during Advent, the 
four-week period before 
Christmas. 

One of • the most popular 
was the Paradise play which 
depicted the tempting of 
Adam and Eve and their ex
pulsion from the Garden of 
Eden. The closing scene was 
a promise of the coming 
Saviour. 

The German productions 
featured a large fir tree, 
called the Paradeisbaum (tree 
of Paradise) placed center 
stage and hung with apples 
to depict the Tree of Life. 

* TheJree was us.ually sur-
rounded by a wide circle of 
candles and the actors per
formed within the circle. 

There still are sections in 
Bavaria today where the 
Christmas tree is called the 
Paradeis and is trimmed with 
tiny apples and decorated 
with lights. 

These mystery plays got 
out of hand with local inrer
pretations and raucous hum
or(}us dialogue.. Their relig
ious significance faded and 
the Church abandoned them. 

There is a tradition that 
Martin Luther started the cus
tom of lighting the tree with 
candles when be tried to ex
plain to his wife and chilc!..ooe:t 
the wondrous stars in the sky 
abo re the sta!lle the n:,g of 
thefirst He 

'-'------'-' 

~- ~ from the forest and 
se;. it up in his home, adding 
lighted candles. 

In hls s;:ory of "The First 
Christmas Tree," Henry van 
Dyke attributes the tree cus
tom to the habits of the 
Druids, an ancient tribe of 
Northern Europe who hon
ored their chief god, Odin 
with gilded tree branches 
trimmed with apples. They 
also put lighted candles on 
evergreen branches to honor 
the sun.god, Balder. 

The traditions of bringing 
greens indoors and trimming 
them trickled slowly through 
the centuries. It was not un
til the 1800's that they really 
took root and began to spread 
widely. 

In 1850, Charles Dickens 
referred to the Christmas tree 
as that "new German toy." 
While over in America, the 
German immigrants were 
spreading their tree tradi- . 
tions in Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
and Wisconsin, although Hes
sian soldiers hired by King 
George ill to put down the 
unruly colonists h11~ intro
duced the Yuletide custom to 
the burgeoning nation. 

France met the Christmas 
tree in 1837 when Princess 
Helene of Mecklenburg mar
ried the Duke ·of New Or
leans. Paris saw its first in
door fir tree trimmed with 
baubles, candies, bows, cakes 
and candles. 

Not long afterward, Prince 
Albert of Saxe·Coburg set up · 
a Christmas tree in Windsor ' 
Castle much to the delight of 
Queen Victoria and the cus
tom spread rapidly through
out.the court and England. 


