
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTSSCHMUCK I CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 
Made in Germany: Glass ornaments 

The "Tannenbaum," a festively decorated evergreen tree which typically goes on sale around 
two weeks before Christmas Eve, is among the most treasured Christmas traditions for 
Germans from Aachen to Zwickau. 

At the climax of the festive season an estimated 25 million 
brightly-decorated examples can be found in living rooms 
all over the country. 

Yet no Christmas tree would be complete without a display 
of colorful glass ornaments. 

They work their magic from New York to Singapore or 
Buenos Aires, all thanks to a glassblower from the little 
town of Lausch a in the eastern state of Thuringia. The man 
is regarded as the inventor of these essential festive 
decorations. 

Accordil1g ro Jege11d, i t was back il1 1847 
that a11 artisa/1 blew the first of the tiny 
glass spheres as ornaments for his own 
Christmas tree. 

According to legend, it was back in 1847 that this artisan blew the first of the tiny glass 
spheres as ornaments for his own Christmas tree after finding himself unable to afford the 
usual adornments such as nuts, apples and candy. 

Other glassblowers followed his example and began making Christmas ornaments too. The 
fashion for brightly-decorated trees was in full swing and demand soon increased. 

For nearly a century until World War II, glassblowers in Lauscha and other parts of Thuringia 
supplied their delicate wares to markets throughout the world. 

Through constant refinement of their techniques, they were soon able to produce a whole 
range of miniature decorations - from bells and pine needles to birds and other figures in an 
array of colors. 

Yet as competitors in Germany and abroad embraced mass production, Lauscha's glassblowers 
faded from prominence. 

It was only recently that the glassblowers in Lauscha resumed production of top-quality 
decorations. The number of items is strictly limited and the prices are high. Yet enthusiasts are 
happy to pay anything from 10 Eur apiece for the exquisite ornaments. 

Among the customers are Americans who order "exotic" ornamental glass for their Christmas 
trees in the shape of cars, fruits and even mobile phones. 

Glass Omaments from Lauscha -Since the 
twelfth century in th e woo ded h ills of 
ThUiingia, quartz, potash, an d limestone 
have combined with fi re to cr eate glass. 
T h e craft of making hand-blown orna
m ents ce n tered around the town of 
La usch a, whe re skilled artisans s till 
breathe life into the holiday decora tions. 
Their colors have b1ighten ed Christmas 
trees fo r generations and they still add an 
air of nostalgia. 


