
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTSSCHMUCK I CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 
Naturally one cannot forget the Christmas tree decorations . 

You can also get the tree decorations in the marketplace. 
At the different stands in the marketplace one can bid 
on bells, angels hair and stars and chimes. 

dec0ration of the tree (Weihnachtsschmuck): 
1. candles (wax and electric), tinsel~ stars, angels 

(Kerzen, Flittersilber, Sterne, Engel) 
2. Christmas pastries in the shape of' stars, flowers , trees 

and other typical symbols of Christmas 
~------

Did you know? 
Many people think the tradition of decorating trees 
at Christmastime started in Germany. According to 
one story, Martin Luther was walking home from 
church one night. The countryside was so beautiful 
he wanted to share it with his family. He dug up a 
small fir tree, brought it into the house, and 
decorated it with colorful stars and tiny candles. 

First reports of people bringing holly 
and pine branches into their homes at 
Christmastime date from the late Middle 
Ages. These were symbols of Life in the 
cold and deadly winter. A holly tree was 
decorated and sometimes placed in the vil
lage square or in the parlor. Laws written in 
the 14th century stemming from the Alsace 
region forbade the farmers to cut down 
such trees for Christmas. All of these early 
reports came from the southern part of 
Germany, especially from Alsace. But, no 
mention of lights on the tree was made 
until the 19th century. 

The connection between the Christmas 
tree and lights came about during the 18th 
century, most likely in the Allemanic area 
of southwestern Germany. Goethe first 
saw a Christma~ tr~ in 1765 in Leipzig. 

,Public Christmas trees were first set up in New 
1Vork in 1912. Since 1919 this practice has been 
:spreading in Germany. Today they may be found 
as a part of the extensive Christmas decorations 
put up in business streets, and are a character
istic feature of German cities during the Christ
mas season. 

Model Trains have 
been an integral 
part of holiday dec
orating for many 
generations . For 
many young boys, 
the first train set 
that circled beneath 
the Christmas tree 
planted the hobby
ist seed and soon 
the ever-growing 
quest for the perfect model train layout was born. 
Although American manufacturers may be the first to 
come to mind, German model trains have long been rec-
ognized for their quality and deta_iJ_. ______ . 


