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donesia spread dust particles around the world and led to 
crop failure and famine. The winter of 1815/1816 in the 
Stuttgart area was the coldest since records had been kept. 
Sever-e weather stretched into the growing season. People 
were starving throughout Germany. 

During this dreadful crisis in 1816, King Wilhelm I 
became mayor- of WLirttemberg. Thanks to his brother
in-Jaw, Czar Nikolaus of Russia, some of the misery was 
relieved with shipments of grai11. When the first h~rvest 
wagon arrived, King Wilhelm and his Russian wife, Kath
arina, decided to sponsor a harvest festival whicb was to 
be held every year on the King's birthday (September 28) 
in the area of the Cannstatter Wasen. 

The first festival, primarily an agricultural fest, ,.vas a one
day event which took place in 1818 and attracted thirty 
thousand - a greater number than the combined popula
tion of Stuttgart and Cannstatt at that time. Many of the 
attendees journeyed for several days to reach the event. 
The festival continued throughout the nineteenth cen

tury as a one-day event focusing on farming. There were 
horse races and prizes for outstanding livescock specimens. 
Through the years it grew with the addition of food ven
dors and contests. In 1920, the festival was extended to 
five days. In 1972, it became a sixteen-day celebration, 
and now it lasts for seventeen days. 

The symbol of the festival is the Fruit Column, a twen
ty-six meter high wooden pillar decorated with fruit that 
weighs three and one half tons. The first column was 
erected by King Wilhelm I and decorated with fruit, corn, 
and vegetables to symbolize the importance of the festi
val as an agriculmral event. After World War I with the 
folU1dation of the first German republic, the fruit column 
was bam1ed as it was considered a "monarchistic"relic. It 
was brought back in 1935 and has stood - ,vith several 
renovations - ever since. 

Nothing against Munich and its famous fest - but those 
,vbo choose t0 party at the Cannstatter Fest are SLu-e to 
have just as much fun as those who celebrate in Bavaria. 

Time to Party! 

The Cannstatter Fest takes place from September 
23 until October 9. 

Opening hours are from Monday through Friday from 
noon (tents from 11 :00 a.m.) and Saturday, Sunday, and 
on holidays from 11 :00 a.m. From Sunday until Thurs
day, the fest closes at 11 :00 p.m. On Friday, Saturday, 
and the day before holidays, it is open until midnight. 

There is no admission charge to the beer tents w hich 

THE VOLKSFEST HAS COME A LONG WAY SINCE 

ITS ORIGINS AS ONE-DAY AGRICULTURA L FESTIVAL IN 1818. 

are popu lar and crowded. You can reserve a seat on line. 
For details on reservations, as well as more information 
on the festiva l, see www.cannstatter-volksfest.de. Click 
on "Festival tents" for reservation details. . 

Opening ceremony and parade are scheduled for Sun
day, September 25, at 11 :00 a.m. Closing festivities and 
f ireworks take place at 9:45 p.m. on October 9. 

Public transportation to the Cannstatter Wasen (fest 
grounds) is available from Stuttgart by bus, U-Bahn and 
S-Bahn. 


