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three years here in Stuttgart," says Danielle Skinner a ci
vilian working for the American military in Stuttgru.·;. "At 
first 1 was a bit intimidated by the large crowds of people 
singing and standing on tables. But I quickly discovered 
that everyone is really friendly, and people went out of 
their way to talk to me in spite of my limited German
language skills. In m5, second year of fests I even worked 
up the courage to wear a traditional dirndl, which really 
made me feel like one of the locals!" 

Festivities get off to a jovial start on September 23 when 
Stuttgart's Lord Mayor tries to tap the first barrel with 
as few hits as possible. On the first Sunday of the festivaJ 
( this year September 2 5) there is a pru.·ade from the center 
of Bad Cannstatt, the Stuttgru.·t community hosting the 
event, to the Wasen or festival grounds near the Neck
ar River: _S?me one hundred historical groups including 
town militia, dancers, fest wagons representing different 
crafts, groups in traditional Trachten and musicians all 
join the long procession. 

For some seventeen days ( the festival ends on October 9) 
fest goers gather in the seven differ-
ent huge beer tents and/or the wine 
tents, hop on merry-go-rounds, Fer-
ris wheels, roller coasters, and other 
thrilling rides, visit a haunted house, 
try their skills at game stands includ-

THE FIRST DAY OF THE FEST FEATURES A PARADE FROM THE CENTER OF TOWN 

TO THE FESTIVAL GROUNDS NEAR THE NECKAR RIVER. 

red wine, and Lemberger, a darker 
red wine. Other German wines, as 
we!J as international vintages, are also 
on hand. 

ing shooting galleries, and savor deli 
cious treats. The Stuttgart fest claims 
the world's largest mobile Ferris 
wheel measuring sixty meters in di
ameter. Among other popular rides 
are the free fall "Powertower" at a 
height of sixty-SL'\ meters, the Wild 
Mouse, and a wild water coaster. 
One Stuttgart fan says her favorite 
part of this giant party is "the variety 
of rides, all the fast things." 

I especially love the food at the Cannstatter fest - the best of S,vabian favor
ites. You can savor Maultaschen, succulent Swabian ravioli served in a broth or 
fried with onions; Kasespatzle, Swabian noodles with cheese; and Buben Spit
zle (translation: li ttle boys' penises) which are mini potato dumplings (think 
gnocchi) with sauerkraut and bacon bits. Grilled chicken is a.lways popular at 
German fests no matter where they are held. Stuttgart even has a tent, Festzelt 
Gockelesmaier, named after its chicken, Swabian Gockele. 

The biggest beer tent is that of a 
local beer, Schwaben Brau, which 
has room for five thousand two 
hundred celebrants . Other popular 
tents are the Stuttgarter Hofbrau 
tent, as well as the Dinkelacker tent. 
The tents are usually packed and it 
can be djfficult to find a seat. Best 
reserve a seat on line. 
If you would rather sip wine than 

guzzle beer, head to one of the wine 
tents where you can enjoy the popular 
wines of the region, Trollinger, a light 

Stuttgarter Ron Joslin is a big fan of the fest - and the chicken. He goes ev
ery year with members of the Stuttgart German-American Club who reserve a 
table in a beer tent and sit together. "I find the Cannstatter fest more fim than 
the Oktoberfest in Munich," says Joslin. "The grilled chicken is my favorite 

and is almost as good as southern barbecue." 
Since 2008, the festivaJ has included an Alpine village, 

Almhi.itt'n Dorf, with mountain music and more fabu
lous food : the specialties of Tyrol such as Schinkenspeck, 
Bergkase, Leberkas, and Spanferkel. There are also Tyro
lean handicrafts to purchase. 

For more shopping, adjacent to the festival grounds 
is the Kramermarkt, an open-air market where you can 
stroll past stands selling pots, pans, ceramics, jewelry, 
leather goods, and more. . 

The raucous fest dates to the early nineteenth century. 
In 1815, the volcanic eruption of Mount Tambora in In-


