
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEST 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

der 6. OKTOBER -DANKFEST I THANKSGIVING 
ERNTEDANKFEST 

H arvest festivals in olden Gennany 
were celebrated mainly on farmsteads 

and large farms located within village com
munities. At the festival, with a harvest 
dance under the harvest crown, the mow
ers, binders, rake-pullers and the other 
farmhands eagerly looked forward to the 
harvest-beer and harvest-feast they had 
kept in mind during their many days of 
bard work in the fields. Before the inven
tion of the combine harvester, harvesting 
was quite different: Long before harvest
ing began the farmer had to worry about 
getting enough hands together to get the 
ripe crops into the silos as quickly as pos
sible. It nevertheless sometimes took 
weeks before that job had been done. And 
after it was done, the harvest workers even 

. had a legal right to their harvest festival: It 
was . the legal duty of the landholder to 
invite his helpers to drink, food and dance. 

val" in the honor of the farmers, whose .

1

1 

symbol was an enormous ·column deco
rated with flowers and fruits. And that ' 
column, the "Cannstatter Fruchtsliule", : 
remains the symbol to this very day. · i 

In many places, the folk festival was : 
instituted as the main event of the autumn . 
at the end of the agricultural year. This ; 
was the case in all places where there were 
more farming villages than large farming 
estates, and therefore no joint thanksgiv
ing feast was celebrated. · 

The harvest festivals celebrated by the 
farmers are a counterpart to the wine iesti- l 
vals celebrated by the wine-growers in late : 
September, when they begin to harvest the : 
grapes. Nowadays the wine-festival is of- · 
ten held earlier so that the boards of tour- · 
ists who attend them can be channeled . 
more efficiently: But it is always on Octo- 1 
ber 1st that the German· wine queen is · 
crowned in Neustadt. 

In addition to the joy of the farmhands 
over having completed their bar~ work -
for some it was the only time in the year in 
which they had a guaranteed income -
there was also the thanks of the local 
population for having secured their daily 
bread until the next harvest. One can only 
appreciate the importance of this event if 
one ret:alls the many famines of days by
gone. Many villages celebrated jubilantly 
when the first filled harvest-wagon rolled 
through the streets following years of crop 
failures. And even today, this spirit still 
prevails in parades and folk festivals when 
the first crops roll in. 

Thanksgiving: President . and Mrs. 
Richard von Welza&cker ·are· presented 
the fruita of the land. 

Thanksgiving services . and festivals 
staged by the church have not been in ; 
existence for very long. They, of course, 1 

are centered on giving thanks to the Lord 
for the good harvest. ·The Protestant · 
Church celebrates thanksgiving on the first 
Sunday in October. The Catholic Church, · 
on the other hand, schedules the event on 
a random Sunday sometime in the au- ~ 
tumn. Fruit is heaped in front of the altar 
to symbolize the harvest. It is usuallv left 
up to the individual preacher to establish a 
connection between harvest-work and hu- I 
man labor in general in a modem indus
trial society. 

The famous Cannstatter Wasen, the 
gigantic folk festival on the bankS--of the 
Neckar near Stuttgart, has its origins in a 
festival held to celebrate salvation from 
imminent starvation over 150 years ago. 
On September 28, 1818, King Wilhelm I of 
Wiirttemberg had sponsored a "farm festi-
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Harvest Thanksgiving 

Although in some way St. Martin's was a kind of 
harvest feast in rural areas, the actual harvest 
thanksgiving takes place on a diff~rent date. The 
Protestant dlurch celebrates harvest thanksgiving 
{Emtedankfest) on the first Sunday after Midlael
mas (29th of September), whidl means that it 
usually falls 'an the first Sunday in October. In: 
the Catholic areas, the dates differ in the various 
church districts. Both churches decorate the altar 
with field produce on this day. Sometimes, indus
trial products are added, taking into account that 
the majority of the population no longer earn 
their living through agriculture. Outside the 
churches, harvest thanksgiving is not a special 
feast. Formerly, a general harvest festival some
times was combined in. the villages with "Kirch· 
weih" which often also comes in the late summer 
o r fall. 

Otherwise, th~ fall is not -a ·-tim-e for-fea~ting 'in I 
Germany. Reflecting the atmosphere of fall and 
of death .in nature, the church year of both 
denominations contains some serious holidays! 
and memorial days dedicated to contemplation . 
and to commemorating the dead. · 

H~rvest Th~nksgiving ·- · - · --------- ~ 

Harvest Thanksgiving is celebrated in 1 
numerous ways all over rural Germany. 1 
The churches hold special services. Har- 1 
vest wreaths of wheat and colorful ribbons 
are a traditional feature. It is not a legal . 
holiday in Germany, however, and not 
celebrated in the family with such tradi
tional foods as- cranberry sauce and l 
pumpkin pie. I 
In some areas, these festivities fall to
gether with "AIIerweltskirchweih" on the 
third Sunday in October. - - --


