
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

SCHWEIZER NATIONALFEIERTAG-SWISS NATIONAL DAY 

der 1. August (1291) 
ensure their autonomy in the face of threats from foreign powers after the death of Emperor Rudolf 

I of Habsburg. 

These three cantons signed up to the Federal Charter ( or 'Letter of Alliance') which saw them 

promise to "assist each other by every means possible against one and all who may inflict on them 

violence or injustice within their valleys and without". 

Rejection of foreign influence 

In the charter ( ), the three communities joined to reject "foreign judges" and spelled 

out the rules for civil and criminal disputes. 

Over the following centuries, these three original cantons were joined by others to eventually 

become the modern Swiss confederation of 26 cantons we know today. 

But while the Federal Charter is now associated in the Swiss imagination with the birth of the 

nation, it is actually just one of a number of key alliance documents that helped forge the fluid world 

of the Old Swiss Confederacy - the forerunner of the modern Swiss state. 

In fact, the 1291 charter, which was written in Latin, only took its place as the founding document of 

Switzerland at the end of the 1800s as part of a national building exercise. 

A nation-building exercise 

, the Federal Council at the time wanted to link the modern 

Swiss confederation, which was formed by the constitution of 1848, with the Old Swiss 

Confederacy. 

This confederacy was seen to have its origins in the deep valleys of central Switzerland. 

The charter has also become also closely linked to the legend of the so-called RUtli Oath in which 

the independent and "freedom-loving" communities of Uri, Schwyz and Unterwalden are said to 

have sworn allegiance to each other on the RUtli meadow above Lake Lucerne in 1307. 

Official (but low-key) Swiss National Day celebrations are now held on the RUtli meadow every 

August 1st. 

This use of history to help create the modern Swiss nation mirrored development across Europe as 

new nation states drew on deep national myths in a bid to gain legitimacy. 


