
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

SCHWEIZER NATIONALFEIERTAG-SWISS NATIONAL DAY 

der 1. August (1291) 

"Most people I know will meet for a barbecue, either in someone's garden or in the forest, at'~flake 

or a river. They will barbecue food, probably have some Lampions (lanterns) with real candles inside 

and some firecrackers (and small fireworks, since it's legal for anyone to buy them)," she tells The 

Local. 

"For the barbecue there must be sausages, either the national sausage called cervelat, or a 

bratwurst." 

The beloved cervelat - a small, light-brown sausage that can be eaten hot or cold - is so popular it 

even has a book dedicated to it. To cook it like a Swiss, slash the ends with a knife so they splay 

open like a flower, put it on the end of a stick and toast it over a fire. Or take inspiration from Wick's 

to make cervelat salad or goulash. 

Sing the national anthem 

There's currently a furore around the so-called 'Swiss Psalm' after the Swiss Society for the 

Common Good (SGG) encouraged schools and communes in the country to sing a new version this 

National Day. 

Deciding that the current anthem, composed in 1841, is too dreary ( critics liken it to a weather 

forecast crossed with a religious hymn), in 2014 the SGG launched a competition to find a new one. 

After whittling down the 200 submissions, 

Despite the fact that the song hasn't been officially approved by the Swiss government as the 

country's new national anthem, the SGG has been promoting it widely and many communities have 

agreed to sing it on August 1st; much to the anger of some politicians who accuse the society of 

"damaging Switzerland", according to 

You can decide on the new song's virtues for yourself - and prepare to sing it on August 1st - by 

learning the words in one of Switzerland's four national languages. 


