
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL JUNI 

,,Bei uns ist immer etwas los!" 

DEUTSCHE FEIERTAGE, FESTE, UND MESSEN 

DER ERSTE TAG SOMMERS/ FIRST DAY OF SUMMER 
{occurs between 20th and 23rd Juni) 

Weeks of Toil and Merry Summer Festivals 
Summer is generally taken to be a time without 
religious or secular celebrations. The reason for 
this is that today's celebrations were established 
at a time when agriculture was still the most im
portant' part of economy. For the farmer of central 
Europe summer is the main time for accomplish
ing work. The vegetables have to be hoed and the 
hay has to be brought in, and the grain must be 
harvested. But even so, this time of the year is 
not ent irely lacking in celebrations. There are many 
places in which summer festivals are held at irre
gular intervals (we will talk about them in the 
next chapter). And there are also some specific 
dates during the summer on which annual cele
brations are observed. In the past, the set celebra
tions were organized around the major agri
cu ltural tasks performed in the summer. 

Before 
harvesting machines were introduced, harvest time 
was the period when agriculture had the greatest 
need for workers. Just how closely certain cus
toms are connected with the living conditions of 
the people who practice them is illustrated by the 
customs which relate to the harvesting of the 
c rops. Actually one can only understand them if 
one knows the circumstances of their origin. Then 
one is not tempted to maintain these customs 
artificially if they are vanishing because the very 

Events and Festivals in Germany during Summer 

circumstances which gave rise-to them in the first 
place have ceased to exist. 

All the old, traditi0,1al customs came into being 
under agricultural, rural, pre-industrial conditions 
and they are tailored to these condWons. Modern 
soc ieties have other ways of life, other basic 
principles around which life is organized, and 
correspondingly they have other customs when it 
comes to celebrations. The external circumstances 
of life determine this. 

The central European village was formerly a rela
tively c losed community. The inhabit ants were 
forced to be in constant contact with one another. 
In spite of all the internal differentiation which 
certainly did exist, the village constituted a unit. 
The feudal hierarchy, which subjected the com
mun,ity 10 a common lord and to the Church, con
tributed to this as well. Common ways of cele
brating festivals, therefore, were only to be 
expected. But it was also the very manner in 
which the agricultural system was organized 
which brought about this close contact. In the 
three-field system, which prevailed from the 
Middle Ages until late into the 19th century, the 
common land held by the village community was 
alternately sown with summer grains (in the 
spring), then with winter grains {sown in the 
fall and lasting through the winter), and in the 
third year the land lay fallow. In the 19th century 
the practice of allowing the land to lie fallow 
was superseded. Vegetables like potatoes and 
beets and greens used for fodder were planted 
on the fallow land. 

In the summer months, Germany's festival season is in full swing. With 
many festivities held outdoors, you can fully enjoy Germany's {occasional} 

warm summer temperatures. Summer is the peak time of 
the travel season in Germany: 

Between July and August, almost every German city organizes a city 

festival (Stadtfest). Locals of all ages enjoy open-air concerts, fun rides, fire 
works, and lots of food and drink in the heart of their city. It is a great 

experience for travelers to take part in these {free) festivities and to soak up 
some local flavor. 

Harbor cities usually have a version called a Hafenfest which centers on 
their most valuable asset, the water. 

Enjoy warm temperatures, 
long and sunny days, colorful 

open-air fu 5f1vals, and many 

outdoor activities. 


