
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL JUNI 

,,Bei uns ist immer etwas los!" 

DEUTSCHE FEIERTAGE, FESTE, UND MESSEN 

DER ERSTE TAG SOMMERS/ FIRST DAY OF SUMMER 
(occurs between 20th and 23rd Juni) 

Sonnwendfeiern (Midsummer /Solstice Festivals) 

The night before summer officially starts (June 21st of each year), the sun reaches 
its zenith. In heathen times summer has been welcomed by many fires on hills and 
mountains. Nowadays these old customs are more and more re-established. So you 
can enjoy some wonderful Midsummer Festivals in the Bavarian and 
·Allgaeu mountains with the surrounding peaks illuminated by small fires. In 
Franconia and East Bavaria you can find these customs as well. 

On t he summer solstice(http://www.almanac.com/content/nrst-day-summer-summer-solstice). we enjoy the 
most daylight of the calendar year. The Sun reaches its most northern point in the sky at local noon. 
After this date, the days start getting "shorter," i.e., the length of dayl ight starts to decrease. 

The summer solstice is also known as midsummer, the first day of summer, and the longest day 

of the year. It is an annual celestial event that has been calculated and celebrated in writing and 

temple structures by ancient cultures. Stonehenge is one of the most famous of these celestial 
structures and dates as far back as 8,000 B.C. 

There are two solstices a year: summer solstice and winter solstice, which are not to be 

confused with "equinoxes." Equinoxes occur in fa ll and spring and mean "equal night" in Latin, 

which means that both day and night get 12-hours. "Solstice" means "sun still" which means that 

depending on which direction the earth is tilted, it will receive more of either daylight or 

darkness. The summer solstice is known as the longest day of the year because the northern 

hemisphere is tilted towards the sun and those living there can see upwards of 15-hours of 

daylight during this time. While the northern hemisphere enjoys the extra sun, those living in 

the southern hemisphere will be experiencing the opposite: the winter solstice. 

Summer Solstice 
Sun overhead at 
Tropic of ca~cer 

Vernal Equinox 
Sun overhead 

at Equator 

Autumnal Equinox 
Sun overhead 

at Equator 

In the United States and the rest of 
the northern hemisphere, the first 
day of the summer season is the day 

of the year when the Sun is farthest 

north (on June 20th or 21st). This day 

is known as the Summer Solstice. 

Winter Solstice 
Sun overhead at 

Ttopic of Capricorn 


