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It is practically the harbinger of the Ad
vent and Christmas time - the 11th of 
November, on which Martin's Day is ob
served in honor of Saint Martin of Tours, 
who is praised in the songs of the children 
during their processions of lanterns. And 
they all center around one incident, about 
which legend has the following to report: 

When he was a Roman soldier, Saint 
Martin was riding through the country one 
cold winter day when he met a beggar, 
who asked him for an aim. But Martin had 
neither money nor food nor anything else 
with him that he could have gi;ven the poor 
man. Then he thought of the wann cloak 
he was wearing. He quickly took out his 
sword, cut up the cloak and gave one half 
to the shivering beggar. In the following 
night Jesus is supposed to have appeared 
in his dreams and spoke the words, "Mar
tinus, who has not yet been baptized, pro
tected me from the cold." Shortly after 
that - so the legend - Martin was baptized, 
and from that time on dedicated his life to 
God and the Church. In 372 A. D. (as is 
also recorded in the history books) he was 
elected bishop of Tours, at that time still 
part of Rome. When 100 years later the 
Franks came to Gaul, they elected Martin 
their national saint. Wherever the Franks 
expanded their empire after that, the 
reverance of the Saint went with them. St. Martin and his church at Oberwesel. Wall pointing from around 

1520. 


