
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

SANKT MARTINSTAG /ST.MARTIN'S DAY 
(der 11. November) 

Another religious holiday in the fall is Martinstag (St. 
Martin's Day), which is held on November 11th. 
According to legend, St. Martin first worked as a Roman 
legionary before he was named the third Bishop of 
Tours. He was a simple and altruistic man who gave 
freely to the poor. 

German children have all heard the story of how he 
once saved a homeless man from freezing to death by 
giving him half of his cloak. 

November 
11 is the feast day of St. Martin of Tours, who started out as 
a Roman soldier. He was baptized as an adult and became a 
monk. It is understood that he was a kind man who led a 
quiet and simple life. The most famous legend of his life is 
that he once cut his cloak in half to share with a beggar 
during a snowstorm, to save the beggar from dying of the 
cold. That night he dreamed that Jesus was wearing the half
cloak Martin had given away. Martin heard Jesus say to the 
angels: "Here is Martin, the Roman soldier 

who is not baptised; he has clothed me." 

There are many legends surrounding this man, and his kind and generous deeds are known to every 

child in Germany, Austria, and Switzerland. St. Martin was born Martin von Tours in Sabaria, in what is 

now Hungary, in 316 A.O. and joined the Roman army as a youth. After he was baptized and named 

bishop, he performed missionary work, helping the poor and ostracized. 

Legend has it that at the gates of Amiens Martin met a poor, scantily clothed beggar, who asked him for 

help from the freezing cold. But Martin had nothing with him other than his military cloak, so he decided 

to share it with the man. With one stroke, he split his warm cloak in two and gave one half to the man, 
who was deeply grateful. After performing this act of generosity, Martin left the military service and had 

himself baptized a Christian so he could help people in need and value love greater than force. 

Yet this act of mercy is not the only story about St. Martin still told today. There is also another legend 

about how he was named bishop. Being a modest man, he did not feel himself worthy to become 

bishop, so he hid in a stable filled with geese. The squawking of the geese was so loud that the 

townspeople found him and selected him as the new bishop. 


