
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

SANKT MARTINSTAG /ST.MARTIN'S DAY 
-----

Who is St. Martin? 
More than 1,000 years ago, Martin 
was a soldier in the Roman army. 
One bitterly cold night, when he was 
returning from duty, he saw a beggar 
at the gates of the fort. St. Martin was 
wearing a thick cloak to keep warm, 
but the beggar hardly had a stitch on. 
Feeling pity for him, Martin took out 
his sword, cut his heavy cloak, and 
gave half of it to the beggar to keep 
him warm. Today, St. Martin is known 
as the patron saint of the poor. 

.... : -... ~ ... 

The night St.' Ma~~~::gav;J:;"i;-clo~k-to the 
beggar, Jesus came to him in a dream. Jesus 
thanked St. Martin for keeping him worm on 
such a cold night. It wos soon after the dream 
that St. Martin became a Christian. 

(der 11. November) The Saint's life 

That was a sign - continues the legend - that the heathen 
soldier would soon be baptised, and from that time onwards 
devote himself totally to the service of God and the Church. In 
the year 372 A. D. Martin was appointed Bishop of Tours, which 
was sti l l under Roman rule. He was celebrated fo r his piety and 
humil ity, and died in high esteem. 

When the Franks succeeded the Romans as rulers of Gaul a 
hund red years later, they viewed this holy man as their national 
saint and honoured him greatly. The Saint's cloak, the cappa, was 
among the most revered of the surviving relics. Capella, the d imi
nutive of cappa, also became the word used to designate the 
little church in which the relic was safeguarded, and the word 
chapel derives from that. The chapel in Aachen's imperial palace, 
one of the main centres for veneration of the Saint, became a 
model for the whole of Europe. Many churches were dedicated 
to St. Martin and named after him. Veneration of St. Martin 
accompanied the Franks wherever they extended their empire, 
whether to the west or the east. St. Martin's Day is therefore a 
very special day right up to the present throughout western and 
south-weste rn areas of Germany, and also in districts the other 
side of Germany's western frontiers. Even today many older 
people follow the Middle Ages in experiencing St. Martin's Day 
as the start of the dark -and cheerless transition from autumn to 
winter. 


