
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

SANKT MARTINSTAG /ST.MARTIN'S DAY 
(der 11. November) 

The first Bringers of Gifts 
before Christmas 

Every year, w hen the leaves turn brown and golden and start 

falling, when the evenings are drawing in and the grapes are 

gathered along the Moselle and Rhine, children begin to get excit

ed. St. Martin's Day (November the 11th) is no longer far off -

and that is their festivity. This festivity is just for chi ldren. Many 

look forward to it throughout the year. Their parents too since 

there is no finer children's celebration than Martin's Eve with 

merry-making in villages and smaller towns on. November the 

10th. 

Martinstag 
November 11th is also a feast day in memory of St. Martin. In German 

it's called Martinstag and/or Martini. In many ways it is akin to 

Thanksgiving. 

Actually, this holiday originated from France, then spread to Germany, Scandinavia, and Eastern Europe. It is 

considered to be the most popular of all the saints' days. St . Martin's day celebrates the end of the agrarian 

year and the beginning of t he harvesting. The second meaning of this day is the end of the period of all souls, 

that started on November, 1st with Halloween, or All Saints' Day. That is why St. Martin's day's activities 

resemble those done on Halloween. People, mostly children, walk down the streets with lanterns and torches, 

and sing ME1rtin·s songs praising the saint's generosity. Then kids come into the nearby houses and by singing 

songs, dancing, or citing poems earn sweets, pies, or whatever the host can give them. 

St. Martin's Day, also known as the Feast of St. Martin, 

Martins tag or Martinmas, the Feast of St Martin of Tours 

or Martin le Misericordieux, is a time for feasting 

celebrations. This is the time when autumn wheat seeding 

was completed, and the annual slaughter of fattened cattle 

produced "Martinmas beef'' _llJ Historically, hiring fairs were 

held where farm laborers would seek new posts. 

A Protestant 
festival, too 
Martin Luther was born on November 

10, 1483, almost the same day as St. 

Martin, but more than 1,000 years 

later. Martin Luther was the m an who 

started the Protestant Reformation. 

Protestants hke to think of him on St. 

Martin's Day, even though the day was 

not actually named for him. 


