
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

SANKT MARTINSTAG /ST.MARTIN'S DAY 
(der 11. November) 

The Weckmann -

Man of the Holiday Season 

The Weckmann is a popular treat for either St. 

Martin's Day or St. Nicholas Day. 

Formed out of sweet yeast dough, this man goes by many names in Germany-Weckmann, Nikolaus, 

Stutenkerl, among others-and is a popular treat for either St. Martin's Day on November 11 , or St. 

Nicholas Day on December 6. For the traditional Weckmann, the dough is shaped by hand into the form 

of a man, and raisins and/or nuts are used for eyes and buttons. In Germany, a clay pipe is often added, 

but this detail is hard to find in the United States. 

In some regions of Germany, the traditional sweet of 

Martinstag is Martinshomchen, a pastry shaped in the form of a 

croissant, which recalls both the hooves of St. Martin's horse and, by 

being the half of a pretzel, the parting of his mantle. In parts of 

western Germany these pastries are shaped like gingerbread men. 

In some regions of Germany, the traditional sweet ofMartinmas is "Martinshomchen", a pastry shaped 

in the form of a croissant, which recalls both the hooves of St. Martin's horse and, by being the half of a 

pretzel, the parting of his mantle. In parts of western Germany these pastries are shaped like gingerbread 

men. 

In some areas, there is a traditional goose meal, although in West 

Flanders there is no specific meal; in the Rhineland region, 

Martin's day is celebrated traditionally with a get-together during 

which a roasted suckling pig is shared wi!h the neighbours; In other areas it is more a day for children, 

with toys brought on the night of 10 to 11 November. According to legend, Martin was reluctant to 

become bishop, which is why he hid in a stable filled with geese. The noise made by the geese betrayed 

his location to the people who were looking for him. 


