
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

SANKT MARTINSTAG /ST.MARTIN'S DAY 
(der 11. November) 

Children with colorful, handmade lanterns promenade through the streets, cheerfully singing songs they 

learned by heart and hoping to catch a glimpse of the man dressed in a medieval soldier's uniform. Who 

is St. Martin and why is he celebrated every November 11? 

The day is celebrated on the evening of November 11 in some 

parts of the Netherlands, in a small part of Belgium (mainly in 
the east of Flanders and around Ypres), and in most areas of 

Germany and Austria. Children go through the streets with paper 

lanterns and candles, and sing songs about Saint Martin. 
Sometimes, a man dressed as Saint Martin rides on a horse in 

front of the procession. 

Over time the lantern processions have become widespread even 

in Protestant areas of Germany (Martinisingen on 10 November) 

and the Netherlands, despite the fact that most Protestant 

churches do not recognize saints. 

Although Martinstag isn't a public holiday in Germany 

and not everyone participates in its religious aspects, 

every kid in Germany has done one tradition from this 

holiday many times: a Laternenumzug (lantern parade). 

Although St. Martin's Day is a Catholic holiday - many children 

participate in the lantern processions, regardless of their religious 

backgrounds. The lantern walks have become a large part of German 

culture. St. Martin's Day is one of the oldest religious holidays in the 

world, and is also celebrated in many other European countries. 

On November 11, the anniversary of the death of St. Martin, the 
Martinsfest is e~lebrated in numerous places in Germany; perhaps it is the 
most picturesque in Dilsseldorf where the children parade through the 
illuminated Old Town with Chinese lanterns they have fashioned themselves. 
There 1s a similarly impressive Martinsfest in .llim!l with a big procession. 


