
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

SANKT MARTINSTAG /ST.MARTIN'S DAY 
(der 11. November) 

-----
The Celebration of St. Martin 

A SAINTLY FALL TRADITION 

In Erfurt thousands of children and their parents 
gather on the square in front of the Mariendom cathedral and the Church of St. Severus, lighting up the 
night with their lanterns. _ 
"Lantern, lantern, sun, moon, and stars ... "This refrain echoes through the autumn streets of Germany 

every year on November 11. Happy children with colorful , handmade lanterns promenade through the 
streets, cheerfully singing songs they learned by heart. The candles in the lanterns flicker playfully, 

bringing a sparkle to the children's eyes. Brimming with excitement, each child hopes to catch a glimpse 

of the man dressed in a medieval soldier's uniform and his proud steed as they lead the procession of 

children. 

To this day, the origin of the much-loved procession of lanterns is still unclear. To some, however, it is a 

substitute for the St. Martin bonfire, which is still lit in a few cities and villages throughout Europe. It 

formerly symbolized the light that holiness brings to the darkness, just as St. Martin brought a flicker of 

hope to the lives of the poor through his good deeds. Even though the tradition of the large, crackling 

fire is gradually being lost, the procession of lanterns is still a delightful, practiced custom. Both young 

and old enjoy seeing the children lighting up the darkened streets with their lanterns and singing: "Up 

and down the streets, again the lanterns illuminate: red, yellow, green, blue, dear Martin come and 

look!" 

S 
hortly after night falls on the evening of November 11th, the 
streets of many cities and towns across Germany are suddenly 
filled with long lines of lanterns. The lanterns light up the night 

sky. The police close off the streets to all cars for a parade. A man dressed 
up as a soldier from long ago rides a horse at the front of the parade. This 
man plays the part of St. Martin. The children marching just behind the 
man on the horse hold tall, thin candles. Other children carry colorful 
paper lanterns. If you're really lucky, you get to ride with St. Martin at 

the front of the parade. 


