
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

SANKT MARTINSTAG /ST.MARTIN'S DAY 
(der 11. November) 

Where is everyone going? 
After marching through the streets, all the people in the 

procession gather at a church or a school in the town. 

There, someone reads the story of St. Martin and the 

Beggar, and a play is performed on 

stage. The m an who led the procession 

on the horse takes out his sword and 

cuts his cloak in half 
After the play is over, all the 

children in the town put their extra 

toys in a box. The toys are given to the 

less fortunate. 
Finally, a bonfire is lit and looked 

after by an official "fire-tender." The 
bonfire blazes and blazes until it 

finally burns itself out. Then everyone 
drinks a cup of hot cider and eats 
special St. Martin's Day cakes to keep 

out the cold. 

- -

People used to believe that by 
dancing around a blazing 
bonfire they could keep tne 
winter away. A saying in 
Germany goes: "Winter does 
not joke anymore after St. 
Martin's Day." 

While each year more and more families are celebrating Halloween in Germany, the big fall tradition for 

children is still the St. Martin's Day lantern procession. It is primarily a religious tradition. There are some 

similarities to Halloween-children are rewarded for their singing and their homemade paper lanterns 

with candy, money and other treats. But you won't see any gruesome costumes or spooky tricks in St. 

Martin's Day processions, just kids bundled up against the chilly November night. 

'"Lf terneg7hen" .. . .: >. 

During lhe first · weeks of fall, when the 

eve~ings are gelling longer, you can some

llm~s see groups of children carrying 

bri9!1t paper lanterns through the streets 

as they sing of the sun, moon and stars. 

Mostly they just walk along with mother, 

but ' some towns arrange big lantern 

patades. This is a custom primarily in 

llorihern Germany, while the St. Martin's 

lantern parades in November are taking 

place in the predominantly Catholic West 

and South of the country. Children sing "Sonne, Mond und Sterne 
, •. " white carrying their paper lanterns 
through the streets In early fall. 


