
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

SANKT MARTINSTAG /ST.MARTIN'S DAY 
(der 11. November) 

In Honor of St. Martin 

Elaborately crafted and colorful 
lanterns light the way as 

German children honor the 
memory of the patron saint of 
the poor, knights, and soldiers 

W hile American children are busy prepa1ing a 
costum e for Halloween a t this time of year, 
ma~y child~en in Ger~any and Austria focus 
their attent10n on making a paper lantern for 

Martinmas (the feast of St. Martin) on November 11. In 
many parts of these countries, children parade through 
the streets on the eve of the feast day carrying their 
lanterns which are lit by a candle and swing from a long 
pole. In some larger parades, they may even follow some
one dressed as the saint who rides a white horse. They 
sing St. Martin's songs, and often stop to ring doorbells 
and ask for treats not unlike Halloween trick-or-treaters. 

It is a lovely custom, which brightens up the long, 
dark November days. This is also the season of Martin's 
Ganz (goose), with the plump poultry on many a restau
rant menu. 

St. Martin hailed from Hungary wh ere he was born in 
316. His parents, who were pagan , moved to Italy when 
he was a boy. He was obligated to follow his father's foot
steps and become a knight. As a young soldier, he was 
dispatched to France to fulfill his knightly duties. 

According to legend, Martin and a group of his fellow 
knights were traveling through France on a cold and 
stormy November day. The ground was frozen and the 
slippery ice made it tough going for the horses, but his 
companions insisted on racing ahead to reach Amiens 
before the town gates would close for the night. Martin 
stayed back, traveling on slowly so as not to injure his 
horse. Nonetheless, he made it to Amiens before the 
gates were locked, but his horse refused to enter the 
town. 

Martin dismounted and noticed a poor beggar wear
ing only thin, tattered rags huddled up and shivering 
against the town wall. He immediately drew his sword 
and cut his cloak in half, giving half to the unfortunate 
man. 

Later Martin had a vision. Christ appeared to him as 
the beggar, telling a group of angels that Martin had 

Children with their lanterns during the St. Martin's procession. 

Children in the United States also celebrate St. 
Martin's Day such as this group from the 
Indianapolis Athenaeum Foundation. 


