
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

SANKT MARTINSTAG /ST.MARTIN'S DAY 
(der 11. November) 

Things For You To Do 
* Make a St. Martin's Day 

Lantern 
* Make Kindergluwein 

Above: Children with their self-made paper lanterns depic
ting the Saint assemble for a St. Martin's Parade in Bonn. 

Today, the parades are held at various dates in 
the fall, but originally they were all held on the 
11th of November, " Martinstag" (St. Martin's Day). 
Bishop Martin of Tours, who died around 400 
A. D., is the Catholic saint of November 11th. It 
is not clear why lantern marches - even fires in 
earlier times - were held on this day. It may be 
that the " trick-or-treating" excursions which were 
customary on that day simply needed artificial 
light because of the early dark. Instead of today's 
paper lanterns, hollowed out pumpkins or turnips 
with bizarre - carved faces - very much like 
American Halloween pumpkins - were used in 
Germany in earlier times, too. There were also 
parades with ghastly made-up figures on this day. 
Already at a relatively early date the pup ils had 
to sing in the city parades. In former centuries, 
these parades were popular primarily ,in north
western Germany and the Rhineland. The light from the candles in the lanterns is 

dedicated to St. Martin on his feast day. In 
the old days, St. Martin's Day marked the 
beginning of winter, long nights, and the need 
to work by artificial light. This is probably how 
the tradition of carrying lanterns on St. Martin's 
Doy began. 

Lantern, Lantern 
Sun, moon, and stars 
Bum up my light, 
Bum up my light 
But don't bum my 
dear Lantern 

A Rhineland 11th of November: 
Children wind through town. 
Gacrying self-made lanterns; at the 
heaEI cilf the parade, St. Martin. Tl'le 

real one, Bishop of Tours in 300 
A.D .. is famed in legemd for havin§T 
shared his cloak with a beggar. 


