
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

SANKT MARTINSTAG /ST.MARTIN'S DAY 
(der 11. November) 

Marlinata~ / 
St.Marlins Pa~ 

Each November 11, German kids celebrate St. Martin's Day. 
Sometimes their parents celebrate with them by lighting a 
bonfire. Later in the evening, they make or buy lanterns to carry 
through the streets, sing songs In small groups and go door to 
door to collect candy or other treats. 

In Honor of St. Martin 
Celebrate the feast of St. Martin with the children of 

Germany and Austria as they parade through the streets 

car0ing lanterns to honor the memory of this Saint of the.· 

poor, knights, and solcliers and h ear his legend retold. 
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As if the launch of nationwide carnivals wasn't enough, November 11th is also the day of one of 

Germany's lesser-known religious traditions. 

The event is a celebration of modesty and altruism - both qualities associated with St Martin of 

Tours, to whom the day is dedicated. However, it's also a chance to get together for evening 

lantern parades through towns and cities, followed by songs, sweet pastries and mulled wine 

(Gluhwein) around a bonfire. 

The celebration is particularly popular with children, many of whom build their own lanterns for the 

parades. 

So this is actually a big deal then? 

It's officially a Catholic holiday, but in recent years the lantern processions have become widespread 

even in Protestant areas of Germany. So just like Santa Claus has little to do with the birth of Christ, 

these days St. Martin Day's is probably better known for the luminous procession than the saintly 

history. 

What do I do ifl don't have children? Is there anything else to it? 

Like most holidays, St. Martin's Day is also about eating food. The traditional victuals are goose with 

red cabbage and dumplings. 


