
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTSMARKTE-CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

market: der Markt, die Markte 
Christmas market: der Weihnachtsmarkt, die Weihnachtsmarkte 

Many larger cities in the Germanic lands 
sponsor more than one Christmas market, and 
many of these are smaller, more intimate mar
kets· some feature different themes: Hamburg 

' has twelve Christmas markets. One that over-
looks beautiful Inner Alster Lake and is the 
trendiest in town is Weihnachtsmarkt Jung
fernstieg. White is the color theme of this mar
ket with white lights highlighting the vendor 
booths, each covered by soaring white roofs, 
and topped with white star-lit peaks. Open for 
its second season in 2007, this unique mar
ket boasts an ice-skating rink and an open-air 
lounge, which supplies warm blankets to cus

tomers. 

·whether you are riding in a horse-drawn 
carriage through the market in Steyr, Aus
tria; listening to Christmas carols as you walk 
through the colorful market in Bulle, Switzer
land; or buying smoked fish at Emden, Ger
many's floating Engelke Markt, situated on a 
giant pontoon in Ratsdelft Harbor, the smaller 
Christkindlmarkte offer many unique and un
forgettable experiences. Sometimes, smaller 

can be better! GL 

IF YOU GO ... 

Dress warm, as temperatures can get cold-dressing in layers is always a 

good idea; rain is also possible. Many vendors will only take cash (Euros); 

typically, only a few take credit cards. Make hotel reservations early since 

many accommodations are sold out far in advance during Christmas. 

Consider staying further out from the main city centers and taking a bus, 

tram, or train into the city center-local t ransportation is usually inex

pensive. Many travel companies offer all·inclusive Christkindlmarkt tours, 

which can be a fun way to visit the markets. Many Christmas markets 

feature their own GIOhwein mugs, which are fun to collect. 
----

Over the years, the Munich, Germany, airport 
has become a destination in itself. Now in its tenth year 
(2008), the airport has hosted a forty-stall Christmas 
market selling Bavarian specialties, typical Christmas 
sweets and mulled wine. The stalls are surrounded by 
three hundred live Christmas trees, and an ice rink (free 
of charge) has been added. -

In Munich, two smaller special markets in
clude the Kripperlmarkt, which has been run
ning since the middle of the eighteenth cen
tury and is Germany's largest manger market 
with wooden animals, figures, stalls, lanterns, 
and all that is needed to make a miniature Na
tivity scene . There is also the M ittelaltermarkt, 
a Middle Ages market with knights and ladies
in-waiting strolling the grounds. Vendors in 
period garb, mulled wine in clay vessels, and 
flaming torches and candlelight complete the 
unique atmosphere. 


