
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTSMARKTE-CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

market: der Markt, die Markte 
Christmas market: der Weihnachtsmarkt, die Weihnachtsmarkte 

Spreading the Joy Germany's 
Smaller Weihnachtsmarkte 

You will still find GIUhwein, wursts, and a delightful array of ornaments 
and holiday gift ideas but experiencing a Weihnachtsmarkt in a smaller village 

provides a truly unique approach to this beloved hol iday experience. 

Spreading the Joy-Germany's 
Smaller Weihnachtsmarkte 

Thronghouc Germany, Switzerland, and Austria, many of the 
smaller villages and towns offer smaller and unique Christmas 
markets, which allow for the exploration and enjoyment of 
regional and local traditions, foods, beverages, and handicrafts 
to enhance the holiday season. 

I 
am strolling down a row of colorful gre.en 
and white-striped tents decorated with 
bright twinkling lights and fresh pine tree 

boughs. The smell of spiced wine and eggnog 
wafts through the air, as vendors sell wooden 
Christmas ornaments, roys, lanterns, candies, 
Lebkuchen, and sausages. 

I am at a Christmas market, but I am not in 
a large city in any of the German ic lands. In
stead, I am walking through the small German 
Christkindlmarkt in one thousand-year-old 
Furth, about seven 1T1iles outside of Nurem

berg. 
In fact shou ld you travel to nearly any of ' . . 

the thousands of small towns and villages 111 

Austria Switzerland, or Germany beginning 
with Advent and continuing througb Christ
mas Eve, you will likely encounter a lively and 
bustling Christkindlrnarkt in progress on ~r 
near the citv center. Even in the larger cit
ies, smaller l~nique C hristmas m~kets enjoy a 

good following. In Berl.in, as an example, there 
are as many as fifty smaller Christmas markets 
throughout the city. 

These smaller but numerous spirited mar
kets, marked by regional and local traditions, 
foods, beverages and handicrafts, are typically 
located adjacent co the town's historic Rathaus, 
downtown public squares, or open areas. Oth
ers are even more d istinct in that they take 
place inside of fa iry-tale castles, on the tops of 

high mountains, in airports, or on boats an
chored in a harbor. 

A journey of discovery through these il
luminated winter wonderlands brings towns
folk together for friendly talk, offers children 
a chance to experience the excitement of the 
season, and unites everyone as they share one 
of the most celebrated events of the year. 


