
HAVE GERMAN WILl TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

DER ZWEITE WEIHNACHTSTAG-SECOND CHRISTMAS DAY 

der 26. Dezember 

Though the daily routine returns once those days have past, the Christmas Season continues until January 6, "Heilig 
Drei Konig" (Epiphany). This holiday, commemorating the arrival of the Three Wise Men in Bethlehem, is still widely 
celebrated in the mainly Roman Catholic regions of Germany. 

On Christmas one naturally wishes for snow. While this 
wish is often fulfilled in southern Germany, northern 
Germany remains mostly without snot~r. Bece.use Christmas 
is celebrated on 2 days, 25th and 26th, in Germany, ~::; 
there is often enough time for a trip into the mountains. 

Of course, the family is also treated 
to goodies in every home they visi t 
during the season. The 26th is a 
hol iday in Germany as well as the 
25th, and th~t day is spent visiting 
relatives. Michael and Dieter spend 
the day with their aunts and uncles, 
who always have a gift waiting for 
them. 

So from gift giving to marzipan to beautiful 
carols, Germany has long given treasured cus
toms to the rest of the world. Even after a full 
and happy Christmas Day, the festivities don' t 
end. There·s Saint Stephen's Day to celebrate . 
on the twenty-sixth of December, leading in to 
the Holy Twelve Nights that extend to Epiph
any, the Feast of the Three Kings, on the sixth 
of January. 

The most wonderful time ra.J.~l. J 6 ~ 
:\1ost other Christian countries con

sider today a public holiday, even though 
the Motor City Bowl in Detroit pitting 
Central Michigan against Middle Tennes
see State will not be nationally televised, 
as it will be here. Instead, Germany, Aus
tria, Iceland, the Netherlands, Hungary, 
Poland and several Scandinavian coun
tries celebrate today as Second Christmas 
Day. 

Today also happens to coincide neatly 
with St. Stephen's Day, or the Feast of 
St. Stephen, in honor of one of the first 
deacons and the frrst Christian martyr. It 
is a public holiday in Catalonia, Croatia, 
the Czech Republic and the Republic of 
Ireland. 


