
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FESTE 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" Feste in Rheinland 

,,WURSTMARKT" IN BAD DURKHEIM/ ,,SAUSAGE FAIR" 

1. Bad Durkheim is a spa town in the Rhine-Neckar region and located in the province 
of Rhineland-Palatinate / Rheinland-Pfalz. 

2. The town lies in the Palatinate Forest/ Pfalzer Wald on the German Wine Route/ 
WeinstraBe, some 30 kilometers east of Kaiserslautern, just under 20 kilometers west 
of Ludwigshafen and Mannheim, & 15 kilometers north of Neustadt an der WeinstraBe. 

3. The town is well-known as a Solbad (brine bath) with its seven mineral springs and in 
September for its annual "Wurstmarkt / Sausage Fair." 

The event also offers an assortment of fam"ily-friendly activities and entertainment. The Wurstmarkt 

features a fairground with rides, a Ferris wheel, games and food stands. Visitors can also take a look at 
the DOrkheimer RiesenfaB (giant cask)-the largest wine barrel in the world, which was built in 1934 
and holds nearly 450,000 gallons of wine. 

Throughout the nine days that the Wurstfest is open, 35 different orchestras, singers and bands will 
perform, including German Schlager and opera singer Tony Marshall. 

Marie-Luise Dreyer, governor of the Rhineland-Palatinate, celebrated the opening of the festival on 

Sept. 9, noting that she has visited the Wurstmarkt since her childhood. And the event's popularity 
continues to grow over time: around 147,000 people flocked to Bad Durkheim during the first two days 

of this year's festival alone. 

While sausage is indeed a mainstay ot the Oktoberfest, 
the granddaddy of all German food fairs is the Durkheimer 
Wurstmarkt Sausage Fair, held at Bad Durkheim for 10 
days in mid-September. Here, wine is consumed by the 
gallon to wash down the spicy flavor of the sausages. 
Vintners bring their bounty to the fair in colorfu lly deco
rated wheelbarrows, and beer tents are transformed into 
wine tents to the delight - - --
of visitors from all over 

' the world. Sausages are 
the real stars at Durkheim, 
however, one of the oldest 
sausage-making centers in -------
the world. The Sausage 
Fair began in the 14th cen
tury and, fortunately, is 
still going strong. 

A 1963 image from the Durkheimer Wurstmarkt, an 

annual event that has occurred for nearly 600 years. (© picture alliance) 
"As [a local}, t have come to the Wurstmarkt since I was a child and have many fond memories 
regarding the world's largest wine festival," Dreyer said in her speech. "It is an even greater pleasure, as 
minister-president, to have the privilege to open this event. The festival and its guests are ambassadors 

of the candor and welcoming nature of our home." 

The 2013 Wurstmarkt is the 595th annual celebration of sausage and wine in the Bad Durkheim district. 

The festival was open Sept. 6-10, and will once again be open to the public Sept. 13-16. 
--- - - - -


