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"Bei uns ist immer was los!" Feste in Rheinland 

,WURSTMARKT" IN BAD DURKHEIM I ,SAUSAGE FAIR" 

Bad Durkheim 

"Durkheimer Wurstmarkt" 
The so-called "Wurstmarkt" (Sausage 

market) is actually the largest wine festival 
in the world. This ceremonial drinking fes
tival barks back to pilgrimages made to the 
Michaelis Chapel from the end of the 15th 
Century. In conjunction with these pil
grimages, there grew up a number of fes
tivities resembling a fair - the "Michaelis
markt" - which were gradually extended 
to last for several days, culminating in the 
current "Wurstmarkt". Incidentally, it has 
had this name since 1750, on account of 
the vast number of sausages consumed 
during the festival. 

The Durkheimer Riesenfass ("Giant 

Barrel") 

Today, the "Wurstmarkt" is an enor
mous popular festival , where wine mostly 
of the previous year's vintage is dispensed 
in some 400,000 half-liter glasses - so
called "Schoppen" (schooners). In particu
lar, 36 pushcart stands are still to be seen 
here- small, covered wine stands open on 
all sides, with narrow tables and benches, 
preserving the tradition whereby vintners 
used to employ pushcarts or wheelbarrows 
Loaded with small barrels of wine and caul
drons to cook the sausages as provisions 
for pilgrims in former times. 

Bad Diirkheimer Wurstmarkt (Sausage Fair) 
Date: September 9 • 20, 2012 Unconfirmed 
Location: Bad DOrkheim, Germany 
Categories: Celebrations, Family, Food & Drink 
Tags:: fireworks, Folk/heritage, Meat, Specialty food, Wine and spirits 

Durkheim's Wurstmarkt 

Wurstmarkt? What's a Wurstmarkt? 

It's one of the largest, most traditional and entertaining public festivals in Germany. It is over 
570 years old, and still as young as ever- the DOrkheim festival of festivals • the main event of 
the year In the Pfalz. 

The entertainment along with the wine is one of the distinctive features of the festival. You can 
enjoy over 150 different wines in over 50 different places • from the mellow Riesling to the finest 
ice-wine. 

Wether in the large wine halls or at the traditional "Schubk:lrchler" - small traditional wine stands 
with scrubbed wooden tables wom smooth over the years - the DOrkheim wine loses none of its 
flavour wherever you drink it. 

Or If you prefer to enjoy a fine wine in a more tranquil and intimate atmosphere, the Welndorf • 
the wine village • is the place for you. 

Drinking without having to worry about alcohol limits - every driver's dream! No problem at the 
Diirkheimer Wurstmarkt. The greatest wine festival in the world is in the heart of the pfalz and is 
easy to get to by bus or rail from any direction - right around the clock! 

Although the DOrkheim wine is the center of attraction, the Wurstmarkt would be unthinable 
without its travelling t:airground - fun for the whole family. 

Another typical attraction of the Wurstmarkt is the dialect and the humour of the local people. 
The combination of wine and literature offered on the first Monday of the Wurstmarkt Is highly 
recommended. 

Why not take time out between glasses to enjoy a short walk to the Michaelskapelle (St. Michael's 
Chapel) which sits on the Michaelsberg above the market. Up until the 15th century, pilgrims 
walked up the hill on St. Michael's Day and this Is the origin of the Wurstmarkt festival. 

Tradition and wine • two things which best express the affection for the pfalz felt by its natives. 
As the local poet Karl Rader put it: "The Wurstmarkt Is the only festival where you meet old 
friends you've never seen before". Come and see us. Be our guest. Become one of our "old 
friends". 

Unlike the title may be promise, the focus during this festival is more on the wine than on the 
sausage. It is the biggest wine festival in the world and more than one million people come to 
join this great event at the second and third weekend in September. In front of the picturesque 
scenery of the German Wine Route a huge amount of little tents with culinary spedalities, 
stages and fairground rides appear. In between you will find the typical Schubkarchler, small 
wine sheds where you get the best wines of the region and are always welcome for a wine 
tasting. At the end of the day you should not miss the amazing fireworks and a party that keeps 
going through the night and into the early hours. 


