
Finally, in 1449, the chap~l hill became so crowded that the 
feasting had to be moved to a meadow at its base. The festival 
has been. held right on this meadow through all the intervening 
centuries. The chapel is no longer extant, but the hill on which 
i t stood, now covered with vineyards, still overlooks the market . 

The festivities s~ar.t on a Saturday afternoon, with a 
.parade and .band concert, winding up ten days later with a fire
works display. 

Even if you can•t get to Bad Duerkheim during the big days, 
you will. find you can catch something of its spirit any day ~f 
the year in the big wine barrel. 

But don•t get the idea you will just be visiting a building 
that has been ~ricked up to look like a barrel. This is the real 
McCoy, made of the proper materials and fitted together according 
to the standard barrelmaking principies. It has no doors or 
windows; the only opening is at the bung. 

It would also have actually held wine at the outset-500,000 
gallons of it. But it must be said that it would probably leak 
badly now. Unless a barrel is kept full of liquid the wood in 
it dries and shrinks. And this barrel always has been too full 
of wine-drinking merrymakers ever..,·to have been fille·d w.i th ·wine • 

. ---------·- - ----
The largest German wine festival , which 
dates back to the year 1442, is held 
annually in Bad Durkheim in the Palati
nate, which is Germany's largest wine 
growing community. The festival is called 
"Wurstmarkt" (Sausage Fair) and attracts 
! more than "500,000 visitors from West Ger-
many and the neighboring countries of 
Western Europe. In a recent year, for 
instance, a total of 50,000 gallons of wine, 
783 pigs, 60 calves, 105 head of cattle and 
50,000 roast chickens were consumed dur
ing the seven days and nights in Sep
tember. It is hard to say what makes the 
"Sausage Fair" so attractive. It must have 
something todo w ith the wine which gets 
people into a happy, sociable mood. As a 
local poet put it: "The Sausage Fair is a I festival where you meet lots of friends you 
have never seen before in all your life." 

Die Feste feier~ wie s'ie fallen ,.;11?-i:P 
-'sad. Dfi.rkheim fst die · Erottnung des Wurstmarktes stets eine 

die tausende anlockt und Jasziniert. 

The largest wine festival is the Dlirkheimer 
Wurstmarkt which is celebrated for seven days and nights in Bad Dlirkheim in 
September. Only sober figures can offer an idea of the size of this event: 
more than half a million visitors from all. over the world consume 50,000 
gallons of wine, the meat of 900 porkers, more than 100 oxen, 25 calves, 
and 50,000 ehieken. 
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