
GERMANY'S BIGGEST WINE FESTIVAL 

The wine festivals are particularly gay along 
Germany's "wine street'.', a stretch of highway through 
the Palatinate that is lined with vineyards, wine
making villages and cozy restaurants. And, the b1ggest 
of all these festivals, at Bad Duerkheim, the "Sausage 
Market"• takes place on the weekends of September 16th 
a.nd 23rd~ 

For historic reasons we will get to in a minute 
this is called a "sausage market" rather than a wine 

festival. But don't be misled. Sausages are certainly available 
in giant quantities, but the fair is nevertheless a wine festival, 
and the biggest one in the world. · 

It takes place on a meadow in front of a giant wine barrel 
·that : serves as a ·rest.aurant, and which recently celeb.rated the 
30th anniversary of its opening. 

It was back in the early 30s, when the barrel was constructed, 
that Bad Duerkheim's native son poet , Karl Raeder, remarked that 
the festival was 8 the place where you meet lots of friends you 
have never seen before in all your life 11 • 

The .remark, which has become a sort of motto, was based on 
a lot of experience; Herr Raeder was past 60 when he made it, and 
had seen many a market come and go. Now he is in his 90s and 
there is no indication that he has changed his views. 

A Ead Duerkheim official once remarked that the festival is 
something that must · be .experienced because it simply can't be 
described. He was right, of course, but still there must be 
something about the festival. It draws a half million visitors 
in only seven days of operations and sees them gulp down 50,000 
gallons of · wine plus enough sausages to stretch to Frankfurt. 
75 miles away . · 

Muni.ch' s Oktoberfest takes place at about the same time as 
the Bad Duerkheim festival, and the people feel a certain amount 
of rivalry to this far bigger folk celebration. They claim, 
without too much concurrence from the merry millions who jam the 
Munich festival, .that the Bad Duerkheim insistution is friendlier. 
In Munich, they say, the serving lady scolds unless everybody at 
the table orders a stein of beer . --- ---- - . -.. -- -----

This sort of thing is strictly forbidden at Bad Duerkheim; 
an entire table can, and. often does, order a single glass of 
wine. This does not, however, mean that the quantities of wine 
consumed at the· sausage market are small. Every . one of those 
glasses, which cost about 65 cents , contain more than a pint of 
wine. And once a table has drained a glass, there just might be 
·an order for a second one .• 

The Sausage Market got its start on Michaelmas Day, 1442. 
The Duerkheim v~llagers then began the practice of selling wine, 

, sausages and bread to the pilgrims visiting a small hilltop 
:chapel that honored the Archangel Michael. The practice proved . 
so pleasant that it was repeated during the next few years, each 
time to a larger crowd. 


