
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FESTSPIEL 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

Salzburger Festspiele / Salzburg Festival 
(held for 5 weeks starting, in late July) 

The Festival's popularity suffered a major blow upon the Anschluss, the annexation of Austria by Nazi 
Germany in 1938. Toscanini resigned in protest, artists of Jewish descent like Reinhardt and Georg Solti 
had to emigrate, and the Jedermann, last performed by Attila Horbiger, had to be dropped. Nevertheless the 
festival remained in operation until in 1944 it was cancelled by the order of Reich Minister Joseph 
Goebbels in reaction to the 20 July plot. At the end of World War II, the Salzburg Festival reopened in 
summer 1945 immediately after the Allied victory in Europe. 

In Mozart's Footsteps 

The front of the Salzburg Festival houses today 

Post World War II Festivals 

The post-war festival slowly regained its prominence as the premier 
summer opera festival, especially in works by Mozart, with 
conductor Herbert von Karajan becoming artistic director in 1956. 
In 1960 the Great Festival Hall (Grofles Festspielhaus) opera house 
opened its doors. As this summer festival gained fame and stature as 
the premier venue for opera, drama, and classical concert 
presentation, its musical repertoire concentrated on Mozart and 
Strauss, but other works, such as Verdi's Falstaff and Beethoven's 
Fidelio, were also performed. 

Upon Karajan's death in 1989, the festival was drastically Felsenreitschule theatre 
modernized and expanded by director Gerard Mortier, who was 
succeeded by Peter Ruzicka in 2001. In 2006, the festival was led by 
intendant Jurgen Flimm and concert director Markus Hinterhauser. That year, Salzburg celebrated the 250th 
anniversary of Mozart's birth by staging all 22 of his operatic works (including two unfinjshed operas), to 
great acclaim. AIi 22 were filmed and released on DVD in November 2006. The 2006 festival also saw the 
opening of the Haus fur Mozart. 

The festival's current director is Alexander Pereira, succeeding Flimm who departed in 2011 to become 
director of the Berlin State Opera. 


