
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FESTSPIEL 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

Salzburger Festspiele / Salzburg Festival 
(held for 5 weeks starting, in late July) 

WHY THE SALZBURG FESTIVAL WASN'T CANCELED DURING PANDEMIC 

The second reason is political, Brachmann said, and essentially linked to the festival's president, Helga Rabi-Stadler. 

For years, Ra bl-Stadler was a politician for the OVP party, Brachmann pointed out: "I believe that her political connections have been ve1y 

helpful in getting the festival to take place." 

Thircliy, there is the economy. "The share of tourism in Austria's gross domestic product is almost twice as high as in Germany," Brachmann 

told DW. "In 2019, it was 3 .9% in Germany compared to 7.3% in Austria. The festival boosts tourism tremendously, especially in the province 

of Salzburg." 

Cecilia Bartoli on stage in 2020: The ltalian mezzo-soprano heads the Salzburg Whitsun Festival until 2026 

'Break a leg' in 2-021 

Last year as well, the main program of the Salzburg Festival, which takes place at the end of the summer, was a great exception, as one of the 

1n,1jor European music k,,u,·.i1:, l1elcl as an andiem:e e\'eUt. 

The festival was slimmed down, with a strict hygiene concept supervised by medical experts. All staff and artists were tested daily, the 

program and ensembles were downsized, and lhe Vienna Philharmonic was the only orchestra allowed to play. "We are skating on thin ice," 

Salzburg artistic director Markus Hinterhauscr told DW at that time. The ice held: There was not a single case of COVID-19 found to have 

spread among the festival's 76,500 visitors. 

So this is year two for the "miracle of Salzburg." The Whitsun overture is to be followed by the main festival, which runs from mid-July to the 

end of August. 

Over 46 days, 168 pe1formances are planned - including the greatly anticipated premiere of Mozart's Don Giovanni in a production by 

Romeo Castellucci with Teodor Currentzis on the podium, which was postponed to this year; then there's Puccini's Tosca with Anna Netrebko 

in the title role. 


